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Candid and Friendly 


3 REPLY XC. 


Dear Sir and Chriſtian Brother: 


\ 1. N your letter to me perfixed to your 
2 Diſſertation, you ſay. I did not 
„think it neceſſary or proper to go regularly 
| _ ©* through your Piece, 1. take it in courſe; as 
ce this might lead to ſome perfonal reflections. 
This to me appears ſomething ſtrange, and wants 
explaining. What do you mean by ** perſonal 
« reflections? What is there in my Piece 
that could lead you to them ? — Tis true, you did 
not go regularly through it, many things you 
entirely paſſed over as if they were entirely below 
| your notice. But let this paſs. | 
. In your «Differtation,” p. 8. You fay. 
f Singing the praiſes of God, is plaialy and 
*« frequently recommended in the facred ſcrip- 
„ tures.” very true, it is fo, and ſo is inftru- 
; mental muſic: And what then? — Doth the 
F recommending of it prove that chriſtians ought to 
practiſe it in public worſhip? Is it a neceffary 
part of divine worſhip under the goſpel ? No. 
Nor have you proved that vocal muſic, or fing- 
Ing in the manner you fing is a neceſſary part of- _ 
ſuch worſhip in chriſtian Aſſemblies. If you 
will draw arguments from the Old Teſtament 
and the Temple worſhip to prove that all _ 1 
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Kjans ought to ſing as you do, you can, if you 


pleaſe, draw arguments from thence to as full 
» 4 8 4 


prove*that all chriſtians ought to uſe inſtruments 
of muſic in public worſhip aiſo; as you know 
many do. And there is | think, as good autho- 
rity for the latter as for the form: r: Inſtrumental 
muſic ie, you know as ſtrongly pleaded for by 
ſome as you plead for vocal mutic. 

2. You have I think been a little unhappy in your 
choice of ſom2 paſſiges in the 1 to prove 
your point. You quote Pf 33: 2: 3. Praife 
te the Lord with barp, ſing onto 118 with the 
* pſaltery and an inſtrument of ten ſtrings. Sing 
e unto him a new ſong, play ſkilfully with a loud 
voice. And inp. 45, © Take a palm and 
© bring hither the timbrel, the pleaſant harp and 
the pſaltery.” Pf. 81; 2. What do theſe ſcrip- 
tures prove? Why, that ſingiag and playing on 
thoſe inſtruments were to be uſed in the jewiſh. 
church worſhip. But you will not fay that the 
ſame things are to be done | in chriſtian worſhip, 
Oaly half of that ſervice, viz ſinging, you will 
have to be the duty of all chriſtians to perform 
in their worſhip, But why will you venture to put 
aſunder thoſe things which are ſo cloſely joined 
together? Who gave you fuch authority? If 
you have authority from the above ſcriptures for 
ſinging in public worthip, you have undoubtedly 
the ſame authority for uſing harps, pſalteries, and 
timbrels, with other muſical inſtruments men- 
tioned in the ſame book, Therefore according 
to thoſe paſſages and many others that might be 
mentioned, we may uſe inftruments of muſic to 
praiſe God with, as well: as our voices to /ing his 
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Do you fay, © In the New Teſtament there is 
no mention made of ufing muſical inſtruments? ”? 
Neither is there ſay I, any mention made therein 
ſorbidding their uſe. And yet you have quite 
ſhut them out from all uſe in chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies. And by the ſame authority you do this, 
you may ſhut out your preſent practice of vocal 
muſic. —T really think you ought to uſe both 
or neither. I ſay, my brother, who ga ve you 
authority to receive the one and reject the other? 
You, have tis true, ſaid ſome- thing, but nothing 
to the purpofe to prove your authority for your 
preſent practice; nor can you ever prove from 
the great Lord and head of the church that you 
ought to ſing as you do. Your labour was. quite 
needleſs and in vain to go about to prove by the 
Old Teſtament your preſent practice, for that will 
never do it, no not with all your ifs and why- 
„ nots.” As to the temple worſhip, you know 
it is quite antiquated, You muſt therefore ſeek 
for better arguments if you can find them than 
any you have yet advanced to eſtabliſh your pre- 
ſent manner of ſinging in divine worſhip. But. 
3. In p. 9: 10. Youſay, © Mr. B. takes a2 
great deal of pains to addreſs our paſſions, but 
« very little to inform our underſtandings; which, 
* with ſubmiſſion, is not I think, very laudable in 
* matters of controverſy. It may impoſe upon 
„the ignorant and terrify the timerous, and 
* tender conſcience as the Bulls of the Pope alſo 
© do.” Obſerve. Mr. TAYLOR allows I took 
a little pains to * inform their underfiandings,;”” 
which is better than taking.none at all. But what 
uſe do they make of the little information. I gave 
them? Do they ſee a little farther into their 
wiftake ? Hath it produced a little reformation 
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in their practice? No: not in the leaſt, among 


many; but in ſome it has, which gives me ſome 


pleaſure to find my labour has not been altogether 
in vain. Will you ſay, O but theſe are only the 
ignorant, the timerous and the tender conſcien- 
de ces, who are impoſed on and terrified, not 


convinced by ſcripture? ** But this my brother 


is more than you know. There is as much pro- 
bability, if not certainty, that, what you have 
written may alſo impoſe on the ignorant, and I 
add, on the wife too on your fide of the queſt- 
ion; unleſs you think that all who ſing as you do 


are too wiſe to be impoſed on. But what muſt 


be ſaid of the carna! and ungodly, whom you en- 
courage, and ſtrongly plead for their ſinging in 
public worſhip the praiſes of God? Are they the 


| wiſe who are not to be impoſed on? Are they 


not the ignorant? — I will not ſay of tender con- 
ſciences, who are timerous and fearful of offend- 


ing God, for that is contrary to their known 


character and conduct. Carnal and ungodly 
men are all ignorant of ſpiritual things, living in 
earnality and ungodlineſs. If ſuch as theſe are 
not ignorant, tell me who are. And don't you 
greatly impoſe on thofe people when you tell them 
they have a right, and that they ought to ſing, 
even with the moſt ſpi. itual and pious chriftians, 
the ſervants of the moſt high and holy God, his 
* exalted praiſes? Are theſe fitly qua- 
lifted for ſuch a folema and eminent fervice ? 
And yet you endeayour to make them believe, 
and us too if you can, that they have a right to 
ſing in divine worfhip. By this you have much 
vffended and diſguſted ſome very ferious perſons, 
as well thoſe who do, as thoſe who do not fing 
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It is a ſhame and ' diſgrace to the ſober and ſe- 
rious ſervants of God, to admit carnal and ungodly 
people to join with them in ſuch a part of ſacred 
worſhip; for as ſuch, the honeſt-hearted and 
upright do - undoubtedly perform it. Tis true, 
the worlt of ſinners are called, and have a right and 


privilege to attend on the miniftry of the word, 
to hear it for their inſtruction, ad if it may be, 
for their coverſion. n 
g. Tou ſeem to think that thofe who leave ſin- 
ging, are the ignorant, the timerous—who are, 
or may, by my addreſs be impoſed on, as well 
as thoſe who never gave into that practice; but 
believe upon examination, you will find your- 
ſelf miſtaken. There are thoſe who have left it, 
and who refrain from it upon full conviction and 
real principle, whoſe confciences are indeed tender 
but not terrified.— I think I have as much reaſon 
to ſay, there are ſome that do comply with that 
practice, who poſſibly may be as much terrified 
into a compliance with it by what you have writ- 
ten, and ſo warmly contented for, as others by 
what I have written do refuſe to practiſe it, 

6. In the ſame page you charge me with ſpeak. 
ing * tauntingly —ludiciouſly. —Nay, you fay, 
if IT had not * the author, I ſhould probaly 
© have called it profane.” Alas, my brother, you 
do me much wrong. There is nothing through- 
out my Piece that I am conſcious of, that carries 
the leaſt reſemblance or likeneſs to any ſuch 
charge. If any thing 1 wrote was really profane,” 
your knowing the author did not make it at all 
leſs ſo. If it was profane, it was profane who- 
ever wasthe author. Pray be pleaſed to tell me 


what profaneneſs, or even ludicrouſneſs or taunting 
. "3% there 
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| L, by ſo many ugly names.“ 


wor | on 
you were reſolved to expoſe me to as many cen- 
. ſures and reproaches, as you ſhould have readers 
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there is in_{aying, *© Youall-open your mouths 
« tpgether to fing God's praiſes as you va . 

Feu. 8 Paragraph p. 31. 32. Serious 

houghts. Don't you open your, mouchs when 
you. Sing? And dan't you call it Goging God's 
r Are not theſe real facts? Why did you 

peak Evil againſt me? You would make me 
ſpeak what neyer came into my heart; chat was 
as far from my defign as the eaft is from the weſt. 
My manner of writing anſwered thy Tide of my 
Book. Serious Thoughts — Nor have you, 
nor can you eyer prove the contrary, And 
now I will add, that, in p. 44. You fay. Our 
* author ſeems to taunt his finging brethren becauſe 
they bring thejr ym in their pockets. — Bot 
« taunts and jeers are light things, P. 43. It is 
« hardly conſiſtent with the dignity, apd gravity of 
* a, aged miniſter of Chriſt to treat fuch a circum 
& ſtance with ridicule and ſneer.” P. 46. We de- 
« fire to be better taught rather than laughed at and 
e mourned, over. For neither laughter nor la- 
ic e bring any conviction to. our conſcien- 
ces. P. 50. *© Perhaps if our author would 
« confider theſe plain things, he would ſee the 
e ;mpropriety of calling our practice of ſinging 
ſay, that, theſo 


Jo all which, I need o 


charges of rdiculing, jeering, laughing, ſneer- 


ing, Kc. are entirely unjuſt, unfair and very 
unftiendly you have laid things to iy charge 
which I know not, which I am nat. guilty of, No 
man, I think, could poſſibly miſconſirue words 

ſe than you have done. mine, It ſeems as if 


of your Diſſertation, You have known me many 
| years 


then we ny (as one .adviſe 


( 15.) 
years, have you ever knowa m2 to. be the man 
you have repreſented me to be?—Say,—l will 
not retort, We are both better taught and have 
taught others, never to.return, railing for railing. 
But pray my brother, what do you call ** agly.. 
** names?” By what e Icalled your 
practice of ſinging? Where do they ſtand? In 
what page or pages may they be found? You 
have told nobody whdt they are, nor where they 
are. All your. readers who never ſaw, or may 


never fee what I have written, muſt take your 


word for the truth of all you ſay of me. And is 
this yout kindneſs to your friend, to make me 
fall under as much contempt as you can? Ah, 
brother TAYLOR, I never expected to meet with 
ſuch treatment from you, but quite the reverſe. 
Jam obliged in juſtice to my own character, and 
to free the truth from reproach and deriſion, to 
ſay, you have ſpoken words which you ought 
not to have ſpoken, which youcan never juſtify 


and prove to be true. You. ought therefore to 


wipe off the aſperſions you have 10 liberally caſt 
upon me; which may be a, mean to: retrieve. 
your own reputation, conſiſtently with the dignity 
of your office as a-miniſter in the church of Chriſt, 
among thoſe who know both you and me. f And 

q me) ſhake hands 
and be friends* Not that I would have you think 
I am your enemy: no, God forbid., But I will 
love and eſteem you as a chriſtian brother. ſtil], 
and what has paſſed between us ſhall not break 
off my friendihip, from you, for by grace ena- 


bling me, I will Return good for evil. 
7. In p. 14, You propole | two queſtions, 


+ Some on your fide=greatly diſlike your il treatment of me. 
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1. Js it not the duty of thoſe who chuſe to 
* oppoſe it” [i e. finging] © to ſhow where it is 


' ©* abrogated, and where the bleſſed God has 


<< appointed it to be laid afide ?** Anſwer. No: 
I think not; but that it belongs more pro- 

perly to you who ſing, to prove that you ought to 

ſing in the manner you do. Is it not very plain 
and certain, that the finging ſervice performed in 

the Temple worſhip, ſa much ſpoken of and re- 
commended ; was carried on in a very different 
manner from 3 chriſtian worſhip? There- 

fore let me aſk you who gave you authority to 
change any part of that ſervice as it was then per- 

formed? Doth it not belong to you to ſhew 

where and when any part of it was . and 

appointed to be laid aſide? Your 2. queſtion is, 

If this cannot be done, whether it is not more 

* becoming a Chriſtian, to perform it as well as 
«he can, than paſs it over in neglect.” Anſwer. 

I think it is much better not to do a thing, than 

not to do it according to the will of God. There- 

fore you muſt fing as they ſung in the Temple 

worſhip, or you muſt ſhew your authority by an 
appointment or comtnandment from God, to alter 

that ancient way of finging to the preſent way 

which is now uſed, Butif you can't do that, then 

the anſwer is ſhort; you muſt either return to the 

ancient way of finging in the temple, or not fing 

as you do at all. 

You will give me leave to aſk, are not goſpel 
ordinances founded on the goſpel? Do they not 
derive their authority from the great auther of 
all inſtitution, order and government? If there- 
fore your preſent practice be really derived from 
goſpel Authority, ſhew it us in the goſpel. You 
"> not think my brother, we are to be impoſed 

on 
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on by ſpecious pretences of a derived authority, 
from oſd antiquated ſervices performed in the 
jewiſh church. No: Nothing leſs than the 
goſpel can be ſufficient to authorize goſpel ordi- 
nances. And you yourſelf have faid as much on 
ſome othet objects but this of finging is a 
favourite topic with you, and thoufands more; and 
you are deſirous to do all you can to eftabliſh it, 


but what you have yet faid, will not do it; yo 


ſtill leave room for obſectioſs. To 
My brother you are riow called upon to plainly 


and fully prove by the goſpel, 1. That it is the 


duty of all chriſtians to fing together when they 
ſtatedly meet to worſhip God. 2. That it is an 
eſſential part of that worſhip which he requires — 
them and which they ought to perform. 3. That 

is no leſs their duty to fin g the preſcribed forpis 
of uninſpired men. And 4. To prove, from tlie 
ſame authority, that you ought to admit of carnal 
and ungodly people to fing the praiſes of God; 
with the moſt holy and heavenly-minded chriſt- 
ians. 5 ; 

Theſe things remain yet to be proved; there- 
fore I muſt tell you my brother, you have all 
your work to do over again. What you have 
been building, ſtands only upon a ſandy foun- 
dation, which the wind of ſound doctrine will 
blow quite away, and ſcatter into atoms. In all 
your other publications, when you had the truth 
on your fide, your a nts were flrong and 
forcible, powerfully convincing: But in this. 
point, you ſeem to be like Samſon ſhorn of your 
ſtrength, and are become weak like anothet 
n Wir wan 


Js. 1 cannot paſs by without taking notice of whit 
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ging the praiſes of God is (ſay you) not 
only frequently recommended in ſcripture, but 
git is recommended as 2 excellent practice too. 
4 And this not only in the judgment of carnal 
ot men, but of God) himſelf; i is; of thoſe who 
14 — by the Spirit of God,” This compariſon 
ent of carnal men of the excellency | 

of of lipging, with the judgment of the All-wiſe and* 
holy God ; ſhocked-me much when read it. 
For what judgment re they capable of making 
of theexcellenty of ſinging, than merely of the 
external ods it makes in their ears? What | 

julgment have they of ſpiritual things? Have 
hy cal Sings cerning? Can they compare 
To ings with Toirttual? Are they not 
| iſhnefs "ae hp 1 Cor. 2: 13: 14. If you 
faid; wiſe and good men inſtead of carnal, it 
would have carried a better refemblance ; but the | 

dier, ſurely, ought not to be borne wich. 

In p. 12. You ſay; I omit all remarks 
6 arifing from the nature of man, and the effects 
* that l conſeſſedly has upon the human 
7 2 It's very well you do ; For what has 
82 re of Poa to do with God's ſovereign 
will an pleaſure, in giving his commands to men 
td worſhip him? Is nature 7 och, that it inclines 


75 to make that melody which is well-pleaſing 


5 fay the fame of inſtrumental 2s | 
melody, ok. it ſort of melody 
s; much more, 
y did upon the hu- 
is an inſtance — khow recorded 
ſort of melody you are quite 
s take as much delight and | 
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not IF the worſhip of God; and havea great deal to 
but for its loſe nets there. But you utterly e 
too. diſcard it from having 15 Place” therein. ; or 
rnal BY what is natural melody of vaice, mote t 
who pleafing ſound in the ear ;, pr indeed Bias 
iſon IF either, except in ſome peculiar caſes, as hinted 
ency above? But what is ſpiritual melody? Is it not 
and* | yer different from Wat you. ſpeak 907 Is it — 5 
d it. uch melody in the heart pleaſing to God 
ung 11 is. For whed! the heart is rightly, py t into 
the by the bleſſed Spirit of grace, then - l a 
hat and make ſweet melody to the Lord. leg 
ave love, and Peace, and joy fill the Airs then the 
are aſſections are raiſed, and all the powers of t 
not foul will be employ ed to utter fort the N 
you acts of God ;—will rejoice and be g | 
, it AF ſalvation ; and ſhew forth the honout oh Wehe 
the and live to his praiſe. For grace taking up its 
refidence in the heart, produces the moſt plea- 
rks fing and joyous ſenſations ; and gives deſi ight th 
ct all who are poſſeſſed of ſuch an ineftimabl 
nan If ſure. From tbis ſource ariſes all good,” 1 — 
has thing that is deſirable, or that can be wWiſhed for, 
ign IF till the ſoul is raiſed to glory. This is the melody | 
nen I defire and chuſe, before the fineft melody chat 
nes nf Io ace Oy by the voice of * Kae ſinger, 
1 or the ſkilfuleſt on the ent. 
ow Oathe other E when the bleſſed Spirit of 
| ag | grace js abſent, and our hearts are not in tune, 
a4 in a right ſpiritual frame; when we have got thoſe 
pleafing ſenſations or feelings of love, peace, and 
Joy in our hearts; how dull and heavy +. and ihdif= 
poſed do we feel ourſelves,-and cangorrejolcs and 
be glad as at other times ; we can make no mew 
4 4 in our hearts to the Lord. We "mourn and 
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with our prayers ;—we beg and earneſtly intreat 
his return ; being reſtleſs and greatly troubled, 


caſt down and ſorrowfully diſquieted. This, all | 
God's people have known and experienced, more 


+ 


than once Ox twice. | But when the bright light ö 
returns, and begins ggain to ſhine in our hearts; 
then, and only then, we can be merry, as St. 


James ſpeaks. Ch. 5: 13. And then, and only | 
ben, we can fing pſalms and hymns, and ſpiritual | 
ſongs.—— What is it then? I will pray with 
the Spirit—and 1 will fing with the Spirit“! — 
Says St. Paul. 1 Cor. 14: 15. I with none | 
may deceive themſelyes by miſtaking ear-melody | 

for heart-melody ; and voice for grace; a pleaſing | 


ſound for a heart-feeling ſence of the divine Spirit | 


of love. I will now beg leave toaſk, | 
If God does not giye his good Spirit to any in 
theſe days, to qualify them to fing as they were | 
qualified far that ſervice in the apoſtles days; 
where have we authority to ſet up in the church 
what ſort of finging we pleaſe, and make that act 
a neceſſary part of diyige worſhip ? Give me leave 
to repeat—ls it not better to do nothing, than 
not according to the will and commandment of 
God? You, my brother, have been very ſtre- 
nuous in inſiſting upon having a diyine command, 
—a ©* Thus ſaith the Lord,” — | 
It ĩs very true, St. Paul did exhort the Ephe- | 


fians and Coloſſians to ſing pſalms &c. But his 
exhortation was, I think, only according to the 


well known way and manger of finging inhis time, 
not according to that which would be praiſed 


Seventeen hundred years after, unleſs it be the 


ſame now it was then. The apoſtle very well 
knew how believers were qualified and ſung in 
thoſs days he lived, but did not know how it our 3 
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treat & be performed in the church in theſe latter ages, 


led, except it was revealed to him, of which we have 
„ all no knowledge. Therefore upon the whole, he 


nore knew no more how chriſtians would fing now, 
light than we know how they ſung then; only we 
arts; W know, becauſe we read they “fung with the 
s St, Spirit,” It is I think plain, evident and certain, 
only that he could give them no otheg exhortation to 
itual fing pſalms, hymns and ſpiritual ſongs than as 
with they ſung in his time. 1 with'this may be well 
t“ — conſidered. | 


10. Inp. 13. You aſk, © Does God approve of 
* the practice? The anſwer is ha recommends it.“ 
To which I reply. The Almighty and moſt 


iri holy God muſt neceſſarily approve of, and recom- 
mend his own moſt juſt and righteous precepts: 
ny in but ALL that he re and recommended in 
were good men in days of old, he did not command 
lays; them to do; recommending is one thing, com- 
wrch W manding is another. For inſtance. He approved 
t act and recommended the zeal of Phinehas in killing 
eave Zimri and Cozby, but he did not command him 


to do it. Num. 25: 12: 13. He alſo ap- 
roved of David's zeal and deſign to build 
im a houſe, &c. but did not command him to 
do it, nay, he forbad him. 1. Kin. 1: 1: 19. 
He likewiſe approved and Recommended the 


'phe» ¶ Rechabites, obedience to their father's command, in 
at his drinking no wine, &c. Tho' he laid no ſuch com- 
» the mand upon them. Jer. 25: 18: 19. 1will add 
ime, only one ' inftapce more, and that ſhall be the 
tiſed good woman made mention of in the goſpel, 
the whom our bleſſed Lord highly approved, greatly 
well ecommended, and even applauded for her 
g in fuſion of oil upon him a little before his death; 
-out4 though he had not commanded her to do any ſuch 


thing 


| thou ſhalt do this thing, and God command 


accordigg to "his advice, So that We e 
5 2 
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thing; for it was her own generous and noble, 
liberal and excellent act and deed. Matt. 26. 
in. | 
Thus we ſee many perſonal acts and deeds have 
been approved and recommended of God, which 
he never commanded. And if they had never 
been done by thoſe. perſons, they would not have 
ſinned in the omiſſion of them; although their 
doing of. them was ſo higbly approved and re- 
commended of God. Ha God commandeg | 
thoſe perſons to do what they did, it would have 
been their indiſpenſible duty to have obeyed him. 
But where God has not given his command, there 
is no tranſgreſſion. Phinehas would not have 
ſigned. if he had not ſlain the two delinquents. 
David would not have ſinned if he had .pever | 
defigned to build a houſe for the Lord. The } 
Rechabites would not have finned againſt God's 
law, had they drank wine. The good woman 
would not have . fined if ſhe had not poured the 
oil on our pleſſed Lord. Nor dol know, nor can 
vou, I think, prove that we ſin becauſe we do 
not ſing as you do. Nor can you] think, prove, 
that God approves and recommends your ſing- 
ing in the manner you do, as an act of his own 
inſtitued worſhip. You cannot truly ſay, Chriſt 
has commanded you to fing as you do. Perhaps 
it may not be improper to obſerve here, that, 
Fethro'Moſes's father in law, after he had given 
His:advice to him reſpecting his government of 
the people God had placed him over; ſaid, ** If 


f* thee ſo,” —thereby ſignify ing, that he left it 
to divine fovereignty to do as he pleaſed, and 
that Moſes was to act as God ſhould command ; not 


(25: 1 
Fethro laid all the ſtreſs on God's command, 
And ſo muſt we, as you have well obſerved in 
your © Confiſtent Chriſtian,” as I have taken 
notice of at the head of this Piece. I hope 
therefore you will not fail to act conſiſtently wu 
yourſelf, 75" Ig | | 
The queſtion therefore is, what authority og - 
commandment have you from God, or from bis 
Son Jeſus Chrift, to ſet up and practice ſinging 
in his church in the manner you do, and make it 
an eſſential part of chriſtian worſhip, which all, 
are bound to perform ;—nay, not only chriſtians, 
but carnal and ungodly people alſo? I farther aſk, 
has Chriſt any where denqunced. his threatnings 
againſt you for not ſinging; as you do? Has he 
made it a perpetual and unalterable lazy in his 
kingdom for all his ſubjects to invidlably obey on 
Dain of his diſpleaſure ? If he has, ſhew us that 
aw in the New Teſtament. But-if he has not, 
ſhew us wherein we are culpable who do not fing, 
However good, pleaſant and excellent figging 
has been, or even now is; if God has commanded 
neither you nor us to ſing as youdo, the omiſſion 
of it can be no hn, If you can prove it is; do it 
as ſoon as you pleaſe, and I will give my beſt 
attention toit, For I would no more live in the 
omiſſion of duty, than I would live in the 
commuttion of Big... 1 
How much finging has contributed to the con- 
yerfion of ſinners, and to the progreſs of ſaints, in 
grace and holineſs, as you Tay it has; I know 
nothing of, and therefore can ſay nothing to it, 
Jo it muſt reſt upon your word. But this I know, 
it is the word and Spirit of God which mit be 
attended to, from whoa we are 0 derive dur 
en ie, The word is Un inftrumenia), tha 
Spirit 
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My meaning was, that t 


fas...) 


Spirit is the efficacious means of finners converſion, 
and the faints progreſs in grace, and holineſs. 
When you have proved that God has commanded ' 
ſinners to ſing, &c. as a mean of their converſion, 
I will, as l ought to do, pay a juſt regard to it; 
and what would you have me ſay more? I do 
aſſure you, I am not one of them who ſlight, and 
make light of the means which God hath ordained 
and eſtabliſhed in order to converſion and holineſs. 
11. In p. 17. You ſay. Mr. B. ſeems to 
ce lay ſome ſtreſs on the date of finging in the 
* baptized churches, —For he calls it a new in- 
vention, a new invented way,” —Mr. B. is 
hot ſo weak (though weak enough I confeſs I am) 
t he knows that ſinging was practiſed in the 
aptized churches long before Mr. Kracn and 
Mr. ALCL8n I ſet it up in their churches, becauſe 
it was practiſed in the apoſtles days, when there 
were none but baptized churches of Chtiſt.— 
And in afterages by many others long before they 
were born; witneſs my quotation from Fox. 
| e above miniſters were 
the firſt who brought in the practice of finging, af- 
ter there were baptized churches regularly formed 
in this kingdom, ſince the reformation. And for 
that reaſon I called it a new invention, as others 
had done before me in the laſt century. And I 
think you muſt know that was my meaning, though 
I did not, it ſeems, fully enou Nees! it; and 
IT hope my readers will take it ſo, and then there 
will be no great harm done by the omiſſion of a 
few words. Had I been aware of the objection 
you have made, I would have taken care to 
+ The Author deſires to epereRt a miſtake inſerted in his 
tne 


Serious Thoughts, and the reader is requeſted to ſubſlitute 3 
have 


K, for W before ALLEN, 
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ſon 
neſs, Nve obriated it in time, However, it.is as hu 
nded y, © certain, that neither the novelty nor. the 
ſion, antiquity of the practice, that proves it right, or 
) its wrong, but its conformity to the ſcripture or 
I do the contrary.” As ſoon as you have proved 
and What your preſent practice of finging is conform- | 
ined ble thereto, I will certainly acknowledge and 
neſs. MWomply with it. | 
15 to There is therefore no occafion to draw argu- 
the 2nts for ſinging from antient writers, to prove 
in- > matter and manner of it; for you ſay from 
8. is Bingham + ſome ſung in one way, ſome in 
am) Waother, and did not always fing alike. They 
the Mook it upon them 2vkhat and how they pleaſed to. 
and ng; but I ſuppoſe chiefly David s pſalms.— 
aufe f they had authority and liberty to fiag what and 
here 0 they-pleaſed, may not. all churches do what 
— meth right in their own eyes with reſpect to 
hey he matter and - manner of finging? And if in 
or. is caſe, why not in all others? It is well known 
„ere hat many have done, and ſtill do ſo. But where 
af ave they ſet Chriſt and his goſpel; —his power 
ned and authority? If we once leave him and the 
for goſpel, his authority and dominion; and ſet up 
hers our own opinions, imaginations and conceits, 
d 1 nftead of bis inſtructions and commands; what 
ugh may we not bring into his church? By this door 
and ave entered many errors. 
oro That finging was practiſed inthe jewiſh church, 
f 4 1 do not deny. And that it was frequently {| 
ion len of, I have. ; yea, and recommended 
to %. And I add, that finging among the 
un ers, was, I think, both for matter and manner, 


confined to them as the church of God; and 
A 1+ . p. 18. 8 | 
\@ cherefore 
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your meaning, yet e are at alofs tokiow what 


(6269) 
therefore ' merely a jewiſh ordinidee. Foy 
who ' befides therm were- enjoĩined to ſing both: 
matter and marmer as they did? Are you? If 
you are, hy dont you ſing as they did? —If the 
ſinging in the jewiſn church as then practiſed 
while that diſpenſation comtinued, is not no 
laid aſice; it is your bufineſs- to prove that it 
ought to be continued, not mine. Rut this I think 
you cantiot do; ve muſt have more than proba- 

Hities; theſe will nevet be allowed to be proofs | 
in ſuch a matter; However, you have laid 
aſide both the matter and manner of ſinging in 
oof 1am chutch; and have ſet-up and do praftiſe 
both the ond and the other quite: different from 
12. In p. 23. Tou fay. The New Teſta- 
* ment —inculoates and enforcbs it both by 
< precept and example.“ Inculcates and en- 
4 forces what? The jewiſh finging as above? 
How do you prove it? The texts you bring are 
far enough from any ſuch. thing; they do rot 
ſpeak of it as pteesptive. They only declare 
What was done, but do not lay any injunction 
upon us. Or do yo mean your matter and man- 
ner of ſinging ars inculcated and enforced both 


by precept and example in the New Teftament? 


If you do, pleaſe to give ſome inftances,. or at 
leaſt one contained therein. But perhaps you 


mean ſinging ſimply conſide red, without any 


reſpect to either matter or manner: If fis be 


and i w Are — * | 
As to the Angels Raging that lays no ob- 


ligatioti on us, melt leſs ſaints ſinging in heaven. 


The worſhip performed by them there, is no rule 


or command to ſing in our Aſſemblies. Theſe 


Ae 


( 27 9 
are only declarations; not commandnents. And 
as to the heatheris ſinging,” that is quite out- of 
the gene wing * . 1 5 

Lou poſitively” aſſert p. 23. Fhatrfinging- 
44 is evi N Apel Ordigigee, This, s 
what you have ſaid before of its being inculcatetl 
both by precept example, ſtands without 
proof. Therefore I aſk you my- brother, what 
kind of ſinging do you call a goſpel ordinance? 
Is finging as you do a goſpel ordinance? Prove it 
and the diſpute will end, I may tell you that 
there was a time when I liked and loved it, 
perhaps as much as you or any body elſe can do. 
[ had learned much of the art, having been 
taught by a ſkilful maſter, and practiſed it ac- 
cording to art; took much delight in it, and had 
a great deal to ſay for it. I often ſaid chat thoſe 
who did not'praftife it, were a poor, dull, heavy 
ſort of people, who ſgatee knew half of the plea- 
ſure of the chriſtian life. But I have ſeen and 
known ſince, that there have been, and are ſuch 
fort of people, who inure themſelves to the practice 
of ſinging as much as I uſed to do. Fis true, 
whether we fing, or do not fing, we all have our 
dark and cloudy — But as 1 have, or think 1 
have ſeen my miſtake, 1 am very willing and 
| deſirous to do what I can to convince others but 
perhaps I have engaged in a work which I ſhall 
never be able to effect. However, I am not 
wholly diſcouraged,. becauſe what I have done 
is not altogether ineffectual. But as you do, ſo [ 
doubt not you will, fing in your own. way, not- 
withſtanding all that can be faid to the contrary ; 
and if you will, you muſt, I cannot help it. It 
does not however prove that you ſing right, 
according to St. Paul's direction and exhortation, 


and 


111017 Tx 


and will never be acceptable to God, and con- 


they admitted to ſing at all? If the ſaints and | 


( 28 ) 


and as he faid he would, 1 Cor. 14: 15 
13. Call ſinging a branch of natural religion, a 
** part of moral duty,” or what you pleaſe; your 
buſineſs was, and ſtill- is to prove it a goſpel or- 
dinance, a part of divine worthip, to be perſormed 
in the chriſtian church. by Chriſt's command and 
authority, which you-have not yet done. When 
you have done this, I will never more open-my 
mouth agaiaſt your. practice, but. heartily join 
with you-in it; for I am not at all averſe to 
ſinging as you do, if it were once proved to be a 
£9/bel ordinance, This is the very thing I am waiting 
far, and want to ſee done. It is certainly a good, 
a pleaſant, and an excellent-thing to © ſing with 
** grace—and to make melody in the heart to the 
Lord.“ Without this, the fineſt vocal melody 
that can be made, is altogether inſipid and uſeleſs, 


ſequently at no time profitable to thoſe who ſing. | 
Therefore let me aſk you, do carnal and ungodly WM 
people ſing in that manner? If not, why .are | 


ſetvants of God ſing in that manner, and none 
but ſuch can-fing ſo, then evident it is, carnal 
and ungodly-people cannot. It isa great ditho- 
nour to. Chriſt, and a diſgrace to all godly 
perſons, to fuffer ſuch to ſing with them even as | 
ou now ſing. For you certainly look upon it, and 
perſorm it as a ſolemn act of ſacred worſhip. + 
14. In p. 24. - You aſk me ſeveral queſtions. 
To which I anſwer in general. 1. Praying and 
preaching are expreſſly commanded in the old 
and new teſtatnents by the ſame authority, but 1 
- do not find that ſinging is at all commanded in 
the New Teſtament. You aſk. © May they rot il 
+ In which, they can have no right to join, 1 | 
all 


( 29 ) 

& all be performed by wicked men? A ſtrange 
„A queſtion indeed! Anſwer. Wicked men, ſurely, 
our have no right or authority to either pray, preach 
or- For ſing yocally in the church. Their buſineſs 
ned can be only to hear and learn from thoſe who are 
ind appointed to thoſe offices; eyen as good and 


hen pious women are todo, I need add no more. 
my II your general remark, p. 25, concerning 
join any duty enjoined, or any practice recom- 
to * mended in the old and new teſtament,” car 

5 a any juſt propriety with it, then you muſt fing zul 
ing in the manner they ſung under the old teſta- 
od, ment, and nat to vary from it: which indeed 
vith you ſeem to acknowledge. For in p. 42. you 
the ſay. © We have no command, or direction that 
ody * I know of, to ſing in a different manner from 
leſs, ce that in which the jews performed this ſervice.” 
on- But do you ſing as they did ?—If you will argue 
ing. from the manner of ſinging in the Temple wor- 
diy chip, to your manner of finging now; it muſt 
are 4 . be the ſame it was then. 

and But you will give me leave to remind you, that 
ne all jewiſh men and women did not fing together in 
rnal their Temple worſhip. They had a ſelect com- 
ho- pany of fingers and muſicians alſo ſet apart, for 
odly WF choſe ſeryices of finging and playing on various 
n as WM inſtryments. You will not ſuffer your ſinging to 
and be accompanied with muſic ; nor will you be 
1 Jatisfied with ſele& bands of fingers, purpoſely 
ions. Wet apart for that ſervice; but will have all men 
and and women, nay, eyen the carnal and ungodly, 
old as well as the moſt pious and devout, to fng toge- 
but | ther in your worthipping Aſſemblies. This did 
d in not the jews, nor was it eyer commanded. You 


7 riot ſtake too much upon you my brother, — an au- 
_ Wivrity you have a© night to, You encourage 
al hs and 


Did you ever read of His finging before or after that time? 


W 
and plead for that, which the great head of 
the church has no where commanded ; fo that alt 

ou have ſaid hitherto is of no validity. And ! 
think you lay youtſelf under ſome deferved 
re proof. | 
Joint ſinging, I ſay again, was not of all the 
people promiſcuoufly, This, I never allowed, 
and never ſhall, becaufe it is not true in fact. 
Why have you ventured to make ſuch a change 
in the chriſtian chutch from the jewiſh ? You will | 
have it that our Lord and his apoſtles ſung toge- 
ther; and that Paul and Silas fung together in 
Priſon. And theſe I think are all the inftances 
you bring from the new teſtament for joint ing. 
ing, but you have not proved the facts. If 
you could have brought a thoufand inſtances of 
ſome godly perfons ſinging together on ſome | 
occaſions, they would never have proved promi- | 
fcuous ſinging of all ſorts cf perſons, ſuch as you 
plead for, to be a goſpel duty, and to be performed 
in the church. I fay, my brother, ſuppoſing, 
not granting, that our Lord ant his apoftles did 
ſing together at that time F on a particular oc- 
caſion, does that act of theirs make it to be the 
duty of all believers (to name no others) to ſing 
at all times of their public worthip? By no means, 
ſurely. Nor can you ever prove it. Beſides, let 
me remind you, that, he had no women ſingers, 
no boys or girls, no carnal and ungodly people 
with him, but his own ſelect company of apoſt- 
Jes. Nor does Paul and Silas ſinging in priſon, 
make it the duty of us all to fing in the church, 
But let me beg of you my brother, before you 


Þring thoſe texts again to prove your. preſent 


Practice, viz. Matt. 26: 30. Mark 14: 26. 
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and Acts 16: 25. you will firſt prove the word 
ung is in the original in the two former ; and the 
word ſang in the latter. And when you are 
employed in uſing your ſkill and learning fo to do, 
pleaſe to prove the word ling is in the original 
in Heb. 2: 12. and Jam. 5: 13. The reaſon 
why I defire you to do this, is, I have met with 
ſome very learned men who fay that thoſe words 
are not in the original, but were added by the 
Tranſlators. I think you can ſet this matter right. 
Now if what I have been told is true, I don't 
ſee how you can ever prove from the new teſta- 
ment, that Singing as you ſing is a goſpel ordi- 
Nance. 
15. You ſay *©* Carnal people were allowed to 
join in it formerly.” When? Or by whoſe 
authority? Can you prove that carnal people 
were allowed of God to join with that ſelect com- 
pany of ſingers, who were ſet apart to that office 
and ſervice in the jewiſh: church and worſhip? 
If not, then what you ſay has no weight in it, 
Nay; did David himſelf make choice of ſuch 
perſons for that high and eminent ſervice ? As 
to your following why-not,” I think it is not 
worth my notice, Vou have no where proved 
that I can find, that finging is © a moral duty.“ 
But I muſt now tell you that, ſinging praiſes to 
God, is an “ immediate addreſs” to him, as 
much as prayer on every folema and ſpecial 
occaſion. - Whom do we addreſs but him, when 
we thank and praiſe him for all his mercies, 
bleſſings and benefits? When any one preaches, 
or ings to teach, -admoniſh and edify others, it 
is indeed an immediate addreſs to men; and yet 
when this is done in public worſhip, it is conſi- 
dered as an act of worſhip to God, becauſe he . 
a - SM 2 


< exerciſed jn their Aſſemblies, where efpecially 


$3 


the object we have regard to in all our public 
duties, as much when any one ſings, as when any 
one prays ; or as much when any one teaches and 
admoniſhes others. But pray my brother, what 
ſort of men do you mean by carnal? Do you 
mean ſuch as Paul fays, ** their minds are enmity 
* againſt God,—that to be carnally minded is 
te death?” If fo, are ſuch as thefe at all fit per- 
ſons to ſing tlie praiſes of God? Or even to teach 
and admoniſh men ?—lIf J haye miſtaken the 
meaning of Eph. z: 18: 19. and Col. 3: 16 
which I am not fully convinced of yet, you are 
much more miſtgken in making it the duty of car- 
nal and ungodly men to join with the beſt of chriſt- 
ians in linging the ſublime and moſt exalted 
77 of God ; of even to admit them to join 
ith you when you teach and admoniſh one ano+ 
ther b finging. Are they fit to teach and ad- 
moniſh others who ſtand in ſo much need to be 
taught themſelves? —However, to let you and 
all my readers ſee, I am not fingular in 
thoughts on the above texts, I will cite the * 


of a very learned Paraphtaft and Annotator upon 


them, which 1 doubt not, you have ſeen and 
read. He ſays on Col. 3: 16. | T; 
—The word of Crit] “ The word dictated by | 
**the Holy Ghoſt is therefore the word of Chrift, 
* becauſe the Spitit is the Spirit of Chriff,— 
* According to the Artients he exhorts them tr 
& ing by the gifts given them by the Holy Ghoſt, of 
& which one is the word of wiſdom ; and this 
* exhortation is confirmed by the parallel place. 


* Eph. 5: i$: 19. Be ye filled with the Spirit, 


& ſpeaking to oe another in pfalms, hymns, and 
2 ita ſongs : Now thefe gifts being chiefly 


they 


© 39 ) 


they did /ing in the Spirit. 1 Cor. 14: 15 : 16, 
* and every one had his pſalm, and his-doctrine, 
v. 26. I conceive theſe ſpiritual ſongs, in which 
© they were to teach and to admoniſh one ano- 
ther, may refer chiefly to their Aſſemblies, 
then managed by their prophets, in which they 
met together for that end.” And on Eph: g: 
18: 19. ſays. ** The apoftles here exhorts the 
© chriſtians to fing the pſalms of David, or the 
Hymns compel by ſpiritual men, ſuch as 
« Zacharias, and Simeon, or by the Afflatus of 
** the Spirit youchſafed to them.” 1 Cor, 
14: 15. FT «2 

16, But you aſk, p. 29. Why ſhould it not 
ebe right and neceflary for carnal men to ſing 
* thefe ſongs as well as ſpiritual?” Anfwer. For 
the reafons already given. As to Col, 3 16. 
The words are plain and eafy, andneed no other 
proof than what they carry in themfelyes. If 
the word of Chriſt be the word diftated by the 
holy Spirit, as fays the learned Doctor, then, 
according to that word, the Coloffians were tg 
teach one another; and they were to ſing by the 
Gifts given them by the Holy Ghoft. Of which 
the word of wiſdom was one. 1 Cor. 12: 8. 
And if Eph. 5: 18: 19. be parallel with this, 
and the gifts they had received were chiefly ex- 
erciſed in the church, where eſpecially they did 
fing in, or with the Spirit; then what I have faid 
about that matter, is not altogether foreign from 
the trutb. 13 a 

But I defire you particularly to obſerve an 

remember, that, what I wrote and publiſhed, 
confined myſelf to what I thought was the way in 
+ Doctor We1T8Y, | 
29 "EP which 


was filled with the Spirit of God in wiſdom, and 
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which the chriſtians ſung in the apoſtles days, 
and only then, And if I was miſtaken in my 
thoughts, there have been wiſer and better men 
than | am, as much miſtaken too. But I cannot 
ſee that you have proved I was, 

If therefore upon the whole, chriſtians are not 
now filled with the Spirit, and the word of Chriſt. 
which is the word of wiſdom, does not dwell in 
them in ſuch richneſs and fulneſs as in the apoſtles 
days, the queſtion ſtill remains, Whether we 
have a right to ſet up in the church what kind of 
finging we pleaſe aza goſpel ordinance? And if 
we may, from whence do we derive our authority ? 
As to Deacons and others who were in thoſe 
days filled with the Spirit, it was toqualify them 
for their ſeveral offices and employments in the 
church; whether Apoſtles, Elders, Deacons, 
Prophets, Evangeliſts, Teachers, Singers, &c, 
All had their different gifts to fit them for their 
different offices in which they ſtood. And let it 
be obſerved, that all had not the gift of miracles, 
All had not the gift of diſcerning of Spitits.— 
Yet all were ſo filled with the Spirit that they 
were therewith fitted for their work: So Bezalee| 


in underſtanding, and in knowledge, and in all 
manner of workmanſhip, Exo. 31: 3. ard 35: | 

t. and ſo likewife in all other caſes, when God 
calls his ſeryants to any work for his own glory 
and his people's good—he fills, fits or qualifies 
them by his good Spirit for it, whatever it is, or 
may be. We have an account you know of ſome 
perſons who at certain times, and on particular 
occaſions, were filled with the holy Ghoſt and 
ſpake immediately on thoſe occaſions. As 
Zacharias and Elizabeth his wife and — — 

| 0 
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ys, John the Baptiſt; the bleſſed Virgin and good 
my old Simeon. Luk. 1 and 2 chapters. All which 
nen prove, that God did give unto his ſervants ſuch 
not gifts by which they were enabled to ſpeak to his 
praiſe and glory; And to me it appears from 
not what Paul fays 1 Cor, 14: 15: 26. very plain, 
it. that he gave ſuch gifts to fome in the church in 
l in his time, and that they did ufe them in the church. 
ſtles If ſome did not ing with the Spirit, will it not be 
we very difficult to prove that any prayed with the 


d of Spirit? Therefore when any one was to fing a 
d it pſalm, hymn or Spiritual ſong, he was filled 
ity 2 with the Spirit for that ſervice, This I ſuppoſe 
hoſe none will deny. 


Does not God in our days fill with his Spirit 
all whom he calls to preach: the goſpel of his dear 


ons, Son with ſuch a fullneſs whereby they are fitted 
&c, for that work? And are not all true believers, real 
heir lovers and faithful followers of Chriſt, filled, fined 
et it or qualified with the ſame Spirit, to enable them to 


crucify the fleſh with the affections and luſts; to 
ſubdue the reigning power of fin, to overcome 
the worltand the devil? Were it not to theſe ends 
that Paul prayed that the Epheſians might be 
6 filled with all the fulneſs of God? Eph. 3: 


1 all W 19. What do you think the apoſtle meant by 
35: Kall the fulneſs of God? Did he mean any 
God thing more or lefs than their being: fitted for 
lory every part of ſervice they were called to at any 
lifies WF time in the church, and for every part of conduct 
„ Or in life, that they might live to his praiſe and 
ſome glory? If therefore, faithful miniſters of Chriſt 
cular are enabled by the Spirit of Chriſt, to perform 


their ſeveral and reſpective duties; and all true 
chriſtians theirs; then they do them not in their 
own will and power, hut with-the power of N 

pitits 
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ts Spirit, And it is to this end that miniſters pray 
„dat be would give them the Spirit of wiſdom and 
10 utterance &c. If God does not give his good 
Spirit now, why do they pray for that divine 

gift? Do not you ſtand in as much need of the 

Spirit to teach you to ſing, as to preach and to 

1 pray? Or is ſinging the praiſes of God ſuch a 
8: little thing, that it requires much leſs of that divine 
1 aſſiſtance than praying or, preaching? That you 
10 can do that, but not theſe without the Spirit's 
help? We don't pray for the Spirit to enable us 
| to work miracles; but to fit and qualify us fot what 
1 he requires of us according to his good will and 
pleaſure; his gracious deſign and purpoſe, Indeed 
to ing as you do, does not require ſuch aſſiſtance; 
|, for your ſongs and tunes are all prepared and 
116 made ready for your uſe: Se that all you have to 
65 do, is, to learn the art of finging thoſe palms, 
165 bymns and fohgs that are made by ſkilful poets 
1. for. your uſe. Is not this true? Have I miſtepre- 
115 ſented any thing? For what is finging, but the 
art of rightly modulating the voice to make it 
harmonious to make à pleaſant ſound in the 
car? Which you know may be done as well by 
the moſt carnal and ungodly as by the moſt ſpiri- 
tual and godly. The former may be dark and 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and yet as capable to 
fing as the moſt illuminated and lively chriftians, 
Bo that with reſpect to the ſimple act of ſingiag, 
thoſe ſtand on an equal level with the moſt 
Jpiritually-minded. But will all their finging 
render them at all acceptable to God ? How can 
ſuch ſtrangers to God, - ſo ignorant of themſelves, 
who know nothing more than making melody 
with their voices, ſtand accepted of Gd? I am 
Furprized that you will preſume to admit ſuch 
: | | perſons 


ivine 


t you 
pirit's 


dle us 


what 
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deed 
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erſons to join with you in ſuch an exerciſe, 
hich you look upon to be fo ſacred and divine 


an ordinance |! 


Ah, my brother, are you not gotten on the 


wrong ſide of the queſt ion? - Do you not plainly 
ſee you are? —Surely you ought never to admit 
ſuch perſons into ſuch ſervices, which can belong 


to none but the ſervants of Chriſt, even in your 


cwn way of ſerving him in reſpect to ſinging; the 


true ſpirituality of which they know nothing of. 
Although you ſpeak of the melody of ſinging, 

how good and pleaſant, how delightful. and- ex- 

cellent it is; yet I cannot think it is ſo much the 


finging ſimply in its ſelf, that is all that which from 


the Pſalmiſt you ſay it is, but'the praiſing God 
that is ſo good and pleaſant to the ſaints and people 
of God, even when they fing. And it is no leſs 
ſo when they can, and do praiſe him with joyful 
and well tuned hearts, raiſed ſpitits and warm 
affections; with a grate ful ſenſe of all his mercies 
and bleſhngs,. though they don't ſing and make 
melody with their voices at all. And I doubt 
not but you and many others have found it ſo. 
Singing is not the cauſe, but the effect of joy. 
hut to be proved. | 
17. 1 muſt now tell you, that your vindication 
of women's ſinging, concludes in my fayour. 
For in p. 33. you ſay, Nothing is more com- 
** mon in ſcripture—than to include the woman 
in the man—when directions are given to 
© men thoſe dixect ions are alſo: binding on 
** women.” — When therefore men are exhorted 
to teach and admoniſh one another in pſalms, 
hy mns end ſpiritual ſongs, women being included 
in the men, they are exhorted to do-,the-ſame ; 
they are to teach alſo. This is by, conſequence 
your own argument, and muſt have its proper 
| G | weight 


TH 9977 
H 


OS 


weight with you. As to what you ſay of women 
joining with men in finging, p. 34. and that in 
public worſhip too, is | think quite weak, being 
nothing to the purpoſe reſpecting the worſhip of 
chriftians in their Aſſemblies. Tour many 
r whys” ſtand for nothing, being no proofs of 
any thing. What have we to do with the Tem- 

le worſhip, or the way and manner in which the 
Jews worſhipped the great Almighty in their day? 
18, You fay the daughters of Heman were 
© under the hands of their father for ſong, and 


for ſervice in the houſe of the Lord,” And 


what then? What have we to do withthat? It is 
alſo ſaid, according tothe order of the king.“ 
And not only “' for the ſervice of ſong,” but 
* for cymbals, pfalteries and harps.” 1 Chro. 
25: 6, How partial you are! According to the 
text, you ſhould have mentioned the inſtruments 
of muſic-too, that the king ordered them to ſerve 
God with; and yet-you take no notice of them. 


Iſay my brother, you are quite partial. You 


wilt have women to ſing in chriftian Aſſemblies, 
but you will not ſuffer them, no, nor men neither, 
to uſe muſical inſtruments. Are you not very 
partial? You will have fathers to inſttuct their 


ſons and daughters in the art of fioging, but by 


no means in the art of playing on inſtruments of 
muſic. In this you will not ſollow the order of 
the king; therefore you are partial, You may 
call it diſobedient if you will. Perhaps you 
will ay, “it is becauſe our king, has given us no 
« ſuch order. Tree. And ſhew me if you can, 
where our king has given us any order to teach our 
children the art of ſinging, and bringing them into 


our Aſſemblies to ſing his praiſes. This you do 
without his order, Do you know you have his 


-apptobation? 
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pprobation ? Does he any where recommend it 
d you fo to do? Don't you venture to do pre- 


men 
t in 


eing {Wmptuouſly what he has given you no order todo ? 

> of ou may talk as much as you pleaſe againſt the 

ag e of inſtruments of muſic in chriſtian Aſſemblies; 
0 


ut according to your way of reaſoning, and the 


em- uments you bring from the Temple worſhip, 
; 2 8 P 

1 the ou may, and I think ought, to ſer up and uſe 

day ? ſtruments of muſic, as well as you have done 

Were 


our manner of ſinging: I will only add, none 
f your arguments are cogent which you bring 
om the Old Teſtament to authorize your preſent 
ractice of finging, any more than inſtrumental 


and. 
And 
It is 


» 


ng. ulic as a part of chriftiaa worſhip under the 
but Ne Teſtament, 

-hro. Wo. As to what you ſay of women ſpeaking in 
» the Ie church on certain "off occaſions, I always did 
nents low, and ſo do all chriſtians I ſuppoſe allow the 
erve me, But I muſt remark what you ſay p. 38. 
hem. t is certain ſay you ** there is no diſorder in 
You women joining with men in finging the praiſes 
plies, WF of God; than there is, when both ſexes join 
ther, in prayer.“ Why my brother, men and wo- 
very en do not all open their mouths together and 
their peak audibly in prayer at the ſame time, the 
** ame words, as they do when they ſing. If 
8 0 


omen keep ſilence when the miniſter prays, it 
no more than the men do, for you allow of no 


may ore than one man to pray audibly at the ſame 
you me. And if. men and women can join together 
s No Mn that part of worſhip, they can Þ the ſame 
can, hen the miniſter praiſes God, and they do ſo. 
our nd may we not conclude they do it as heartily 
1 into 


nd as joyſully as when they all fing together at 
he ſame time? Miniſters do praiſe God as much, 
nd as devoutly when they only ſpeak, as * 

3 ey 
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they fing; and as acceptably too. You. will 


not deny this. Well then, my brother, we who 0 
don't ſing, can, and I hope do praiſe God as . 
acceptably and alſo as profitably to ourſelves as 4 
Ws you do when you ſing. Now as men and women Men 
Ws! can and do join together in prayer when only one MW... 
1. man prays, fo ſhould they do when only one * 
man offers praiſes to God. By this method you bs 


will be ſure to avoid all confuſion and diſorder, 
which I have ſometimes known in ſinging. 
1%. , There is therefore no more neceſſity that the .. 
whole congregation ſhould lift up their voices 


1 when they praiſe God, than there is for them to ut 
1% do it when they pray to him. Why you ex- Ene 
161 preſſed yourſelf in the above manner of both ſexes pr 
VR" joining together in prayer I know not, becauſe 

17 there is ſuch a wide difference between joining Hai 
. ſilently together in prayer, and all joining together Nb. 


i! in ſinging praiſes at the ſame time. If you could Nto 


| content and ſatisfy yourſelves in joining together MW 
i | in praiſing God by one mouth, as you always do Wi: 
I in praying to him, you would come nearer to the Id 
| 135 primitive practice in praying to and praiſing God, y. 
| N But you muſt ſing, and you will ſing, becauſe Wax 
1 0s: you believe it to be your duty, and that you Mp 
04 ought to fing. If it be your duty it depends upon y 
1 a command, as you have often ſaid, a Thus WM rl 
5 «faith the Lord.” Thave never ſeen that com- 


[1 mand from Chriſt to fing;—you have not yet 
11 thewn it me; therefore ſo long as this is wanting, 

. I can't ſee wherein it is your duty to fing. 

| 20. As to ſinging human compoſitions, you 

© could not but certainly know-I meant uninſpired 
compoſitions, - w hich I fuppoſe you uſe under the ¶ t 
pretence of being a goſpel ordinance inſtituted Ml x 
by Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore what you ſay — N 
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that head, I ſhall take no notice of, as not being 
at all to the purpoſe, becauſe thoſe compoſitions 
you mention, were all written by men inſpired 
with the holy Ghoſt. As to what is contained in 
he prophecies concerning ſinging, they are not 


one commands giyen us to ſing, and therefore no 
one Wrgument can be drawa from them to prove we 
you Wought to fing as you do. 

der, I will but juſt aſk you, Are there not times 


and ſeaſons, caſes and circumſtances, in which we 
know not how to pray, and what to pray for as 
we ought? And are there none ſuch in which 


X 27 2 
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to you kaow not how and what to fing? Do you | 
Ex- Wnot want the Spirit to help you to ſing as well as 
auſe W You know I did not write agaiaſt giving thanks | 
Ing 
ther 


every member of the church 


= 


that was, 


make it  barmpnious 


praiſing him with your 
iruly — as 


13 


doubt . in 


©. 


Chriſtians do when they do not ſing at all? Fine 


no higher and laſt no longer, 1 doubt it will be 


the bleſſed Spirit's help in that work, and you 
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ſinging may indeed make a fine ſound and pleaſe 
the ear, affect the paſſions, and gratify and raiſe 
the animal Spirits for a moment; and be a mean 
to applaud the ſingers. But if your ſinging reach 


of very little ufe. Let fingers receive the cau- 
tion, —Take heed ycu do not think yourſelves 
happier than you are. 
21. In p. 29. 30. You tell me that what I ſaid 
upon Eph. s : 18: 19. and on Col. 3: 16.1 have 
not attempted to prove.” Why my brother, 
does not the thing prove itſelf? What were the 
Epheſians to be filled with the Spirit for? What 
were the Colloſſians to let the word of Chhriſt 
dwell in them richly in al wiſdom for ?—Does 
not the apoſtle plainly anſwer thoſe queſtions in 
the words which follow in both places? He does. 
Did God give his Spirit only to work miracles? 
Were it not for all the purpoſes of the chriſtian 
Hfe ?—The places which teach and prove this, 
you know are numerous. ' Does not the divine 
Spirit begin and carry on his own work in our 
fouls to the end; or do we do all ourſelves without 
his aid? Are we not ſanctified and juſtified by 
the Spirit-of our God ? Is he not given as a Com- 
forter alſo to all the children of God? Do any of 
them perſevere and continge to the end without 
his help and bleſſing ?—And why do they with 
w much earneſtneſs cry and pray continually that 
God would give them his holy Spirit? * Tis true, 
indeed, great numbers can, and do go to thei 
mvented art of ſinging, to teach, guide and 
direct them how to ſing; theſe can do without 


ſeem to think very profitably to themſelves and 
| acceptably 


©". BY 


my" acceptably to God, Others think they can 
* 5 praiſe God as joyfully and profitably to themſel- 
alle ves and as acceptably to God, with no leſs raiſed 
Mee {pirits and affections when they don't ſing, as you 
** can when you do. Do you think that none can 


praiſe God acceptably and to themſelves profi- 
dau- :ably but thoſe who do it by finging? And that 
all who do fing, do it acceptably to God ? 
Gait However, it is certain and inconteſtible that the 
* apoſtle did exhort the Epheſians to be filled with 
wen the Spirit, and the Coloſſiens to let the word of 
Chriſt dwell in them - ſor ſome great, good end 


— or another. It could not be to ſing as you do, 
bes a becauſe he knew nothing of it. Yau that learn 
Yoo. the art of ſinging become. accompliſhed ſingers 

- WH without any other teaching, and the carnal are as 
** accompliſhed as the moſt ſpiritual, ; 
des And if ſuch carnal perſons can, and may, and 
don Ht to ſing the ſongs of Zion, though they are 
thic Naot the ſubjeAs of Zion's king, have no inheri- 
wine! ance in his kingdom, but belong to another 


vaſtly different king and kingdom; and are under 
N. the law, rule and government of him who is the 
1 by moſt inveterate enemy of Zion's king; I ſay, if 
* ſuch as theſe may join in ſacred ſong and fing 
the praiſes of the glorious JEHOVAH in the 
midſt of his Saints, who may not? Can godly 


a * and ungodly, carnal and ſpiritual perſons have 
** tellowſhip together? Can the children of light 


have communion with the children of darkneſs ? 
Can Chriſt have concord with Belial ? There- 
ore be not ſo unequally joined together as you 


A plead for, with carnal and ungodly people in the 
TY ſolemn ſervice—the ſvicirual. wordp of the moſt 
- 'N ich and holy God, the ſovereign Lord of all, 


It ke does not own and accept them, certain it is, 
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he will not accept of their performances. Again, 
Ought any to ſing vit haut grace, without making 
melody in their hearts to the Lord? If not, why 
are caroal and ungodly men encouraged to ſing ? 
Once more. If finging be a moral duty, which 
you fay you have proved, but I can find no ar- 
* throughout your whole Piece for it, I ſay 
finging be a moral duty, and all men are obj. 
ged to fing the praifes of God, mult not many ten 
thoufands fing without grace in their hearts to the 
Lord? And is this according to Paul's exhorta. 
tion in Eph. 5: 19. Col. 3: 16? Far from it 
Now brother TAYLOR, will you undertake to 
prove that it is the duty of carnal and ungodly 
People to ſing in divine worthip the high praiſe: 
of God? Do y0@—may you fing without grace in 
your heart? If not, may any other man? No 
ſurely. Retract my brother, retra your fond, 
falſe notion. No longer plead for carnal mer 
as their duty to ſing in goſpel! worſhip. If there. 
fore finging as you do is not a moral duty, hoy 
will you prove they have a right to fing as 
goſpel ordinance? To praiſe God is indeed: 
moral duty, what all meu who know and believe 
in God ought to do; and what all chriftians ough 
to do as a divine ordinance or command. But ti 
ſing as you do, I have never yet found to be 
moral duty, much leſs a gofpet ordinance ; no 
have you proved it to be either the one or the oth 
er, and I think you nevet can. By admitting cam 
men to fing—you do not ſeperate the ** precion 
“from the vile, which furely is a thing whici 
ought carefully and conſtanily to be done, Who 
oy you leave or liberty to keep up ſuch a mit 
ure of peffons to perform divine ſervice in 
worſhip of God? Is your finging an 2 
b. | 'þ 
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the goſpel which carnal men are commanded, 
and are in duty bound to perform? L.et this be 
clearly proved by the New Teſtament, and 1 
will ſay no more about it. But if this cannot be 
proved, are you not a great deal too venturous 
do you not run a great hazard by ſueh an admi- 
flion of mixture? Where is your Thus faith the 
„Lord“? I beg, Fintreat you my brother, never 
more plead for ſuch fingers having a right to ſing 
in chriſtian Aſſemblies; but labour to diſcoun- 
tenance it as much as you can. For however 
profitable it is, or may G to others, (as you ſay 
it 15) yet it can be none to them while they con- 
tinue carnal and ungodly, becauſe neither ſuch 
perſons, nor what they do are acceptable to God, 
Plat. 30: 16: 17. Amos 5: 21 to 24. Such 


perfons have no more right to ſing in the church 


as an ordinance of Chriſt, than they have to be 
baptized, | 
22 ln p. 3t. You ſay © Afﬀet all, I readily 
grant that ungodly men do not perform this, 
* or any other duty as they ought to do, and 
* from a tight ſpirit but are they to lay aſide 
all religious duties? Sure ly not.“ Prove that 
ſinging God's praiſes in the church 1s their duty, 
or elſe you do nothing, for that's the point we are 
now It ſeems you are at all adventutes 
reſolved, notwithſtanding what you ſay of their 
** not performing any duty as they ought to do, 
—to encourage carnal and ungodly men to ſing 
the praiſes of God. Surely this is wotſe and worſe, 
How dreadfully amazing! Ungodly men do 
* not perform any duty as they ought; yet muſt 
perform that which they ought not. Aſtoniſhing 
indeed They that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe 
God, Rom, 8: 8, Their prayers are an 
abomination 


oC 
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abomination to the Lord, how much more their 
finging praiſcs to him? O my brother what a 
dilemma have you brought yourſelf into! How 


will you extricate yourſelf? How dare you plead 
for ſuch men to ſing the praiſes of that God, 


whom they fear not, love not, for whom they 


have no reverence, obey not his authority and 
give him no honour? Do not take ſo much upon 
you, don't you evidently prove that you uſurp 


what you haveno right to? How often have you. 


preached hell and damnation to carnal and un- 
godly men? And now in their carnality and 
ungodlineſs, encourage and plead for their ſinging 
the praiſes of God ! Who could have ever thought 
of hearing ſuch things from you, who haye been, 
and I doubt not ftill are as lively and zealous to 
preach and promote true godlineſs and ſpirituality 
in all,—Carnal and ungodly men, as I have ſaid 
before, may, and ought to attend upon the 
means of ſalyation ; but never until now, did I 
hear from the mouth of a baptift preacher, that 
they ought to perform in the church, of which 
they are no members, ſo ſacred a duty as that of 
finging praifes to the great JEHOVAH. 

Did ever any uncircumciſed perſon in the 
zewilh church perform any public act of worſhip ? 
Were not-all who were employed in the Temple 
worthip appointed of God to their feveral offices 
&c? And were they not to act in them enen 
to all that God commanded, and not other ways ! 
Did not Nadab and Abihu ſuffer for preſuming to 
act contrary to order? Were any who were not 
members of that church ſuffered to join with 
thoſe that were in any part of their ſervice and 
wotſhip? Were any to be ſingers or muſicians 
but thoſe who yere appointed to thoſe offices f 


The 


( 47 ) 
heir be gentiles might not enter into the Teniple to - 
perform the worthip of jews, but had a court, or 
place on purpoſe, without, to worſhip in. 
ind In the chriſtian church none are you know to 
od. be admitted to any church privileges, or em- 
„noye J in any acts and offices thereto belonging, 
who are not frrſt baptized and made members of 
pon It, No unconverted perſons are allowed to per- 
form thoſe diſtinguiſhing acts of worſhip which 
properly and only belong to thoſe who are ap- 


cr TI 


" pointed and ſet apart for them: For all things 
and rare to be done decently and in order. But is it 
ing decent and orderly, according to goſpel rule, 
ght Fer carnat and ungod! 4 perſons to do ſuch things 
en, i © above obſerved ?—Pleaſe to give me leave to 


aſk you, where has God appointed finging to be 
a mean of converſion? If he has no where ap- 
aid pointed it to ſuch an end, then certainly none 
the Wl #7* under any obligation to perform it to that 
1 1 Zend. Can you produce one inftance from the 
hat New Teſtament of any perſon being converted 
ich vo cbriflianity by ſinging, or that the apoſtles ever 
of ſung with unconverted perſons,” and that they 
| gave liberty to ſuch perſons to fing with them? 
ha If it had been their common cuſtom ſo to do, 
> and that ir was deſigned as one mean of converſion, 
e would they not, think vou, have told us ſo ? 
— But we don't find they had any ſuch cuſtom, nor 
c the churches of God in thoſe days. Cannot ſuclr 
5 as ſit in ſilence learn as much from one perſon 
ſinging, as from a multitude all ſinging together? 
Such a method of finging, (I mean one perſon 
ich only at a time,) would entirely prevent alt 
unqualified perſons joining in that ſervice, and 
come up to the primitive practice, and much 
better anſwer the deſign of it, that is, the 
; , edification 
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edification of the church. 

23. You mention Philip's four daughters 
* having the gift of prophecy. And that this gift 
% was peculiarly uſed inthe church.” But you do 
netſay they uſed it. in the church. But if they 
did propheſy in the church, that is no proof of 
wamens ſinging in the church, -Y ou add. The 
© apoſtle plainly ſuppoſes” (however you do 
whether be does or no) that women did both 
© pray and propheſy in the church. But neither 
praying nor propbeſying is ſinging. —But what 
proof is this that all women had a liberty to ſing 
in the church? Though they have, as has been 
allowed, a right to ſpeak on juſt. oceaſions, And 
this is, 4 Juppoſe ail you bring it for, which 
nobody denies. But did propheteſſes actually 
pray and teach in the church ?—lf they did, 
why.did Paul afterwards in the ſame epiſtle forbid 
them, and again in his firſt epiſtle to Timothy? 
Did te ſay one thing at one time and con- 
traditt ãt at another? Surely he was a much wiſer 
and more confiſtent writer than to be guilty of 
ſelſ⸗contradictions. e 

23. You ſay p. 40. the ſpeaking the apoſtle 
* forbids, is ſuch as would be diſorderly aud 
<«< make confuſion in the church, fuch as is 


* ſhameſul and anilecent, Why, if this be all he 


meant, it may as properly be applied to men as 
w.wamen, for they are as much obliged to for- 
bear dpeaking in the church any thing ſhameful, 
and ;iodecent as women are. You think the 
apoſtle ia 1 Tim. 2; 14 : 12. had not an eye 
to-public , worſhip. I ftidl-thigk he bad, and ſo 
do many others. il alſy think it bears conſiderable 
weight an the ſuhject I laid it on. You ſay p. 
NR. „A great part of our Jongs are the Ar- 


( 49 ) 
of David.” I cannot admit this-I have © heard 
ters WF that the pfalms were written in Hebrew verſe,” 
ziſt Nad J have heard the contrary from very learned 
do Wien. Who are right? —A Tranſlation of them 
hey Into Engliſh verſe is not at all wanted, except 
" of Jou want ſuch a tranſlation to fing, which I ſup- 
doſe to be the caſe; but we can make as 
and profitable uſe of them as they are.—lf a per- 
on be ever ſo judicious and faithful in giving the 
rue ſence of them, and modyfying them in the 


hat Weſt manner he can, yet they cannot ſtrictly and 
ing {properly ſpeaking, be called Davtd's Pſalms, 
en imply confidered; but David's Pſalms new modi- 
nd ed. For different perſons have differently 
ich Wmodificd them according. to their humours and 
y iaclinations: Some in one way, ſome in ano- 


id, ther. Witneſs, Hopkins and Sternhold, Tate 
d and Brady, and Doctor Watts alſo. And if you 
will ſing their compoſitions and call it a -goſpe! 
ordinance, you muſt, I can't help it. However, 
| muſt for one among many, refuſe my affent. 
But give me leave to aſk you, had any one in 
David's time, the liberty to refuſe to ſing any part 
of the pſalm, hymn or ſong, that was ſent to be 
ſung? —Y et you have ſuch pſalms, hymns and 
ſongs compoſed for your uſe, that if any one 
does not approve of all that is given out, he may 
refuſe to ſing (you ſay) what he does not like: 
He may ſing ſome parts, and reject the other. 
Pray my brother, what does this look like ?—You 
can eafily gueſs. Were the pſalms, hymas and 
ſpiritual ſongs which the apoſtle exhorted the 
Epheſians and Colloffians to fing, the precom- 
poſed forms of uninſpired men made ready to 
their hands? And were all the members of every 
church, men and women, obliged to fing all 
I together 


C88: } 


together at the ſame time * And might any one 
reſuſe to ſing any part of the plalm or hymn, or 
ſpiritual ſong ?—Could there be any diſlike? 
We read of Paul and other apoſtles preaching 

in many places, eſpecially Paul, but we no where 
read of him and the people to whom he preached, 
all ſinging together, or that they ſung at all; and 
when churches were formed and ſettled in a re- 
gular goſpel manner, we never read of the whole 
church ſinging together; which, had it been the 
ſettled conſtant practice in thoſe days, we thould, 
one would think, have heard of it by one or ano- 
ther of the apoſtles; but not a word of it from 
any one of them. As to the Church at Corinth, 
though Paul gave them rules and direct ions how 
to conduct their worſhip, yet not a hint of theit 
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| ſinging all together; no nor of any other church 
140 in any other place. Vou ſay p. 44. The 
14% *« jews undoubtedly ſung the Pſalms of David 
1106 6 and A ſpah made ready to their hands.” How 
| 1 many of them +? And when, and where, and 
| 61 how ?—You add. And we have abundant 
i lh „ evidence that the great God appoved their con- 
I duct and accepted their ſervice.” Who diſputes 
0 | his approving and accepting of any part of his own 


appointed ſervice, when rightly and fincerely 
; performed by his choſen ſervants? © And | 
115 * believe” (ſay you) “ no man can prove that 
f Wi. * theſe were not the .compoſitions ſung by out 
0 ce Saviour and his diſciples at his laſt ſupper. — 
1 And pray my brother who is obliged ** to prove 
i they were not? Are not you obliged to prove 
| | they were? You **think much more might be 
| * ſaid for it than againſt it. Vou think ſo, and 
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We I Neoadt all of thepa both men and women in public worlbip- 
h : that's 
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made? By one inſpired with the Spirit of God 


with them © the timbrel, the pleaſart harp and 


88: ) 


that's all. When you haveproved it I will then 
believe it. You ſay, © We have divine authority 
for precompoſed Pſalms and hymns.” I ſay 
ſo too. But precompoſed by who? And for 
whoſe uſe, and how to be uſed? By uninſpired 
men? For your uſe, and to uſe them as you do? 
Let this be proved. We have alſo a book of 
** palms provided for us by our great Maſter in 
heaven. Mere is that book, and what uſe 
do you make of it? But not a book of ſermons 
and prayers. ' Les you have, and equally as 
good a one as that of pſalms and hymns. There 
eis alſo an evident propriety in the reaſon of 
* things, to prevent con fuſion in ſocial worſhip, 
in having precompoſed pſalms and hymns, 
* rather than precompoſed prayers and ſermons.” 
No, not at all. There is as much propricty in 
reading. precompoſed prayers and ſermons as 
ſinging your precompoſed pſalms and hymns in 
public-worſhip. The former are the labours of 
men, and the latter are no more, and no other. 
And there may be as much divinity in the former 
as in the latter, and equally uſeſul and praficable. 
24. P. 48. You ſay. When He, who is the 
ſource of wiſdom, exhorts his people to worſhip 
* him, he does not bid them make a pſalm, but 
* take one — What ſuch a one as you take ? 
Who were bid to take a pſaim, all the people 
or ſome only? And by whom was the pfalm 


or uninſpired therewith ? W hence do you derive 
your authority for making and faking your pſalms 
and hymns and ſongs, and finging them in the 
worthip of God But pray my brother remember 
that, the ſame ** ſource of wiſdom” bid them bring 


-« the 
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< the pſaltery.” Why do you leave theſe be- 


hind ? You will ſtill maintain the ſame par- 
tiality and diſob2dience that I have mentioned 
to you before. You will receive and reject 
what you pleaſe from that '** ſource of wiſdom ;” 
how will you-anſwer for this? If you have a 
„Thus ſaith the Lord” for the one, you have 
the ſame for the other alſo. | ; 

25. In p. 49. You aſk, ** Can he vindicate by 
plain ſcripture, his manner of praying or 
„ preaching ?—Or that method of conducting 
e public worſhip which is adopted by any party, 
* or any particular church in Great Britain? I 
freely conſeſs, I cannot.” Whether] can, or 
cannot, is no part of our debate; but whether 
you can vindicate by plain ſcriptuze, your manner 
of ſinging in the church is a goſpel ordinance ?— 
Let this point be firſt diſcuſſed, and then if there 
be any neceſſity for it, the other points ſhall be 
conſidered afterwards, However, you ** freely 
'* confeſs you cannot vindicate them by plain 
{cripture.” Is not this x fair confeſſion that you 
cannot vindicate by plain ſcripture your-manner of 
ſingingin public worſhip? For if it be, what 
you ſay it is, a goſpel ordinance, an eſſential 
part of divine worſhip, you can ſurely vindicate 
it as ſuck, by plain ſcripture, but this you have 
not done yet, nor. in your way of- reaſoning, 
ever likely to 'do it, But er you or any 
body elſe were called upon by -my publication 
to vindicate the Whole and every part of public 
worthip, but only that which you call an eſſen- 
tial part of it, viz. ſinging in the manner you ling. 
Your aſking ſo many queſtions about ſo many 


other things, is not keeping cloſe to the point in 


hand; and only lerves to perplex and 2 
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embarraſs the ſubject. and throw weak minds 
into confuſion, but does not clear and make 
plain the thing to their underſtandings. I defire 


you therefore to keep cloſe to the point, and fully 


prove by plain ſcripture, what you have under- 
taken and obliged yourſelf to do. In order to 
which, 'I refer you to your own words in your 
+ Conſiſtent Chriſtian” p. 43. The beſt and 
© moſt uſeful method of contending, generally is, 
to oppoſe error by the plain a of ſcripture, 
and inſiñing that the truth of God be regarded 
© more than the opinions of men.” If I am in an 
error do you ſhew it me by plain ſcripture; as I 
have by plain ſcripture endeavoured to ſhew you 
ours. 
f You add, It is evident, if Mr. B—'s argu- 
ments be valid enough to annul the practice 
of finging, they are equally ſo to annul the 
practice of praying and preaching; and to 
„ demoliſh the whole fabric of public worſhip all 
together.“ Mr. B. thinks all this ſtands with- 
out one word of ſcripture to ſupport it, and when 
you have overthrown his arguments deduced from 
plain ſcripture againſt your manner and matter of 
linging as a goſpel ordinance, and an eſſential 
part of divine worſhip in chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
you may continue to pleaſe yourſelf with 
laying he has © annulled the whole fabric of pub- 
lic worſhipall together.“ It's well, my brother, 
if your arguments have not ſuch a tendency, 
though you no more intended it than I did, or do. 
26. As to this or that manner of praying or 
preaching being cartied on and performed diffe 
rently by different perſons, and of the different 
conducting of public worſhip in different churches, 
what is all this to what we are upon? You 
K ſay 


(/ 34 ) 
fay in p. 0. „It appears to be a great proof of p- 
divine wiſdom and goodneſs that particular di- © ur 
* re&tions are not given us; as we cannot ſee how i t 
they could have been given, without reducing tie 
chriſtianity to a ſtate of bondage, like that of Aut! 
ce the Jews.” And inp. 56. You ſpeak again in N 
the ſame manner, with ſome enlargement in other der 

words. The New Teſtament is—a ** law of li- b-10 
« berty.”* Our bleſſed Saviour perfectly knew caſe 
that his ** followers would be attended with ſuch in 
%a variety of differing circumſtances as might, Man 
* in many caſes, make it very inthralling to be I the 

* tied up to particular rules; and therefore in i only 
his wiſdom and love he has not done it.” If all © on, 

this be genuine and orthodox, may we not wor- Ver 
ſhip God in as many modes and forms as we only 
pleaſe? If the New Teſtament be ſuch a law Part 
of liberty,” why may we not uſe it? Will not I are. 
this be very acceptable doctrine to all Papiſts © whic 


and lovers of their own contrived forms ?— I "£15 
With this liberty there may be ſet up as many © than 
modes and forms of worſhip as there are churches, IV 
If, becauſe we have no particular directions how, W Pra) 
or in what manner God will be worſhipped, — [ 
may we worſhip him in what manner we ſhall be u 
chooſe ?—Are we to do any thing in his worſhip © fta 
without a command ? Without a © Thus faith the Ane 
Lord? Aſk the author of the Conliftt, Chriſtian, mor 
Hath one part of the church a right to impoſe they 
any particular mode of worſhip upon the other iſ nde 
part? From whence hath any liberty to impoſe I '*y 
any mode or form of worſhip upon the reſt of ? : 
*t 


their brethren? Is not the worſhip of God under 
the goſpel to be the ſame at all times, in all places, 
— 1 all people, in all nations? Is not the 


order of it fixed and determined in all * 
J t 
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chat belong to it as it ought to be? Hath he not 
poſitively charged his prophets and preachers 
under both diſpenſations to ſpeak his word and 
*to teach according to that without any altera- 
tion, addition or diminution? ”” Aſk the above 
Author, he will give full ſatisfaction. I therefore 
now aſk you wherein a fixed and determinate or- 
der of worthipping God, in all the particulars 
b-longing to it, can be at all inthralling in any 
caſe whatever? Chriſtian worſhip was, | ſuppoſe, 
in the apoſtles days conducted in a different 
manner from what it is now. The ſervice of 
the church were not performed by one man 
only, but ſeveral were employed in carrying it 
on, and each performed his part till the whole 
were finiſhed. But now one man generally is 
only employed, except where ſinging is made a 
part of it, and then indeed the whole —_— 
are to be employed according to your method, 
which is far from my ability to vindicate the fit- 
reſs and propriety of, I am not againſt more 
than one to be employed in public worſhip, but 
| would haye only one at a time, whether in 
prayer, preaching, or ſinging. 

| grant pſalms, . hymns and ſpiritual ſongs may 
be uſed, you mean ſung, I mean read very pro- 
fitably though compoſed by uninſpired men. 
And I cannot conceive a reaſon why they are 
more profitable when they are ſung, - than when 
they are read, except the tune makes them ſo; 
indeed you lay very great ſtreſs upon it, for you 


tay p. 53. © The melody made by. ſinging, rai- 
* ſes the ſpirits and excites pleaſure, whereby 


the contents of the ſong more eaſily engage the 
attention and affect the heart; and the inſtruc- 
tions more agreeably inſinuate themſelves into 
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ce the mind.” By this you evidently aſcribe the 
pleaſure and profit of inſtruction and admonition 
contained in the pſalm &c. to the ſinging of it, 
It is well for them that find it ſo. And if it be 
really and certainly ſo, is it not a pity that it has 
never been contrived for the fake of pleaſure and 
profit, by preaching, to ſing our ſermons? — Why 
not *—]s it impoſible ?—Wherein? However, 1 
believe that there are many who have found no 
leſs pleaſure and profit by only reading pſalms, 
hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, who never ling. 

27. What I ſaid of your teaching one another 
when you all ſing together, I ſay ſtill. The 
author of the pſalm, hymn or ſong, is the teacher 
of you all at that time when you ſing his words; 
whatever you learn, it is from him, as certainly 
as the whole congregation learn from you when 
you are preaching, or when you are reading your 
ſermon in their hearing. Do not we all leam 
from Jeſus and bis apoſtles when we read the 
New Teftament?—If a number of perſons were 
to take each of them a book of hymns, who had 
by uſe learned to read regularly all together the 
ſame words at the ſame time, could it be pro- 
perly {aid they were all teaching one another? 
And is it not the very fame when a number of 
perſons all fing together the ſame words? Nor 
can [ conceive how ſuch a number of people are 
more profited when they all ſing or read together, 
than when only one of them fings or reads, and 
the reſt fit in ſhone: You have not proved pro- 
miſcuous ſinging, and I think you never can. But 
you ſay p. 57. ; 150 
28. We cannot I think learn with certainty 
*« whether the directions in Eph. 5. and Col. 3. 
* relate to public worthip or no.“ So ſaid a vety 


learned 


«99. 1 
learned author which I have lately ſeen who lived 
in the laſt century, and gives ſome juſt reaſons 
for it. It will therefore follow, that thoſe texts 
can be no proofs of all the members ſingiog to- 
gether in the church as an act of public worthip ; 
and if they do not prove it, where will you find 
any in the New Teſtament that will? Thoſe 
texts are at moſt only exhortations in general, to 
ſing, but do not point out the place where, the 
time when, or the manner how ; but only the 
thing fimply itſelf, and the perſons who are to 
ſing.— And as the Epheſians were to ſpeak to 
themſelves, ſo the Coloſſians were to teach and 
admoniſh themſelves in pſalms, &c. | 

The general directions you lay down, bein 
the directions of the Spirit given to the apoſtles, 
muſt needs deſerve, as they certainly call for 
our careful attention and conſtant obſervation. 
29. And here I may tell you I am ſtill of the 
ſame mind I was, as you have noticed in p. 59. 
That the apoſtle taught one and the ſame goſpel 
the ſame doctrine, the ſame manner of liſe 
they were to live in the different relations they 
ſtood in one to another as church members; gave 
them the ſame rules and directions about divine 
worſhip. For how can we think it was left to 
every church to worſhip God in what way they 
pleaſed ? We have no proof for this, nor does 
it ſeem conſiſtent with divine ſovereignty. He 
who hath the ſupreme power and authority to 
order and appoint how his, people ſhould worthip 
him, would certainly give them directions and 
commandments how they ſhould do it, and not 
leave it to them to do it as they thought beſt.— 
But this ungiven liberty many have taken, and 
thereby have brought much cgnfuſion and diforder 

ina 


9 
into the chriſtian church, as we fee at this day, 
Some worſhip God in one way, ſome in another, 
and every church undoubtedly thinks her own 
way beſt. I think therefore what was a rule to 
one, was a rule to all, that there might be no 
fehiſm in the body. You have given us only 


your own conjectures and reaſonings without any 


ſcripture proof for them; and mine carry as 
much authority as yours. You will allow that 
unani mily is, in religious worſhip, a very lovely 
and deſirable thing, and what we ſhould en- 
deavour by every right and proper method tg 
obtain and get eſtabliſhed among us. Truth and 
love, peace and unity, we are you know ex- 
horted to in many places of holy ſcripture ; 
Therefore let us love the truth and peace.” 
The good apoſtle Paul, frequently exhorts belie- 
vers to ** be of one mind, to be perfectly joined 


© together in the ſame judgment; that there 


might be no diviſions among them.“ - And is 
not this as pleaſant and profitable in the worthip 
of God as in any thing elſe? Is it not the duty, 
and would it not be very much for the benefit and 
advantage of the churches of Chriſt, to be joined 


together in one ſcriptural way of public worſhip? | 
And cannot this be known as well as what order 


and government is to be kept up among us? 
30. In p. 61. You recommend * ſubmiſſion 
* and ſubjection of all the members of churches 
* one to another“ ag well with reſpect to“ fing- 
„ ing, as to any other part of worſhip.“ But 
here ſome difficulty ariſes, Let us therefore put 
finging to the queſtion. One, two, or ten in a 
church, believe finging in public worſhip to be 
a duty which all chriſtians ought to perform; on 
the other hand, as many belieye it is not, Who 
| | ale 
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are to ſubmit? Which fide hath authority td" 
propoſe the terms and oblige. the other to yield? 
s it to be done by a majority on either fide? 
What fcripture proof is there for this? What 
muſt become of thoſe, or what muſt they do who 
refuſe and cannot comply ?—If, indeed, ſinging 
could be as plainly proved to be an ordinance of 
Jeſus Chriſt as baptiſm, the church might as 
juſtly refuſe chriſtian fellowſhip with thoſe who 
refuſe to fing, as ſhe does, thoſe who refuſe. 
to be baptized. But you have not proved fing: 
ing an ordinance of Jefus Chriſt. | 
zi. You are utterly againſt unconyerted perſons 
having any thing to do in the direction and ma- 
nagement of public worſhip, —for this very reaſon, 
becauſe they are ** unconverted—are not led by 
* the Spirit—no directions given to them about 
* ſinging, or how to manage any part of public 
« worſhip. They have no authority to direct 
* any church affair, or order any matters be- 
© longing thereto,” with much more, as you 
have very judiciouſly obſerved. p. 68. 69. But 
tho' they have no authority to direct and order 
any church matters, yet you take the authority to 
give them free liberty to join with you in ſinging 
the high praiſes of God, as a part of divine wor- 
ſhip, à duty they ought to do, made ſo to them 
as well as to you— by an ordinance of Jeſus 
Chriſt, a privilege they have a right to enjoy. 
You require no qualifications of them but that 
they have good voices and can fing well. You 

do not inſiſt on their being converted and added 
to the church ; and if they never are, live car- 
nally, and ungodly, ard unconverted ftill, that 
makes no difference with you, they ſhall join 
with you in performing that divine ordinance, _ 


( 69 ) 


ſo you call it, which if it be, can belong to 
church members only. But ſing they muſt, aud 
you will have it fo. 

But pray my dear brother, do not forget you ther 
are a man, a fallible and imperfect man; liable to Goc 
miſtakes as well as other men; therefore do not |} all c 
be too ſanguine and peremptory. You have Chr 
acknowledged that even Miniſters ſhould not be buſi 
ſelf. willed, have a care you are not ſo. Let 
32. I think you have contradicted yourſelf, or, fron 
a5 it appears to me at leaſt, have wrote ſome- have 
what inconſiſtently. You ſtrongly plead for all, 
+ carnal men to ſing God's praiſes; as I have often © ol 
had occaſion to take notice of, You ſay, ** they 
do not perform this nor any other duty as they 
* ought to do from a right Spirit. —Vain and 
« carnal men pe the worſhip of the church 
& members whoſe right it is.—If ſinging were 
« conſidered as it ought to be as the peculiar 
* buſineſs of the church, and if it were performed 
* with gravity and fimplieity—Unconverted 
* men have not capacities to attend to ſpiritual 
* things, and cannot be underſtood by carnal 
«© men, None but Chriſt's ſervants, friends, 
ic brethren, &c. have ſpiritual underſtandings or 
« diſpoſitions-none elſe have a cordial affec- 
< tion for Chriſt, that will excite a holy care for 
* his glory.” And I cannot forbear obſerving 
what you farther ſay of carnal men in your 
« Confiſtent Chriſtian.” p. 152, © Carnal 
* men have in general a rooted antipathy againſt 
s the propogation and promotion of truth in the 
* world, 347% it always proclaims condem- 
* nation againſt them.— It is a doctrine according 
** to godlineſs. This, the unconverted finner 


e naturally diſlikes, and therefore will take a 
2 e pleaſure 
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* pleaſure by crafty infinuations, or by open 
* efforts in overthrowing it if poſſible.” Surely 
then, theſe ought never to be admmitted to ſing 
God's praifes in the Church. Away then, with 
all carnal men, all ungodly people from among 
Chriſt's friends and brethren; they can have no 
bufineſs with them to join in finging in his church. 
Let them be quite excluded and for ever baniſhed 
from ſuch ſacred and ſolemn ſervice which they 
have no right to be employed in. And yet after 
all, you ſay, that unconverted people are not 
only to be permitted but encouraged to join in 
© the exerciſe.” Are not theſe great inconſiſt- 
encies? 

You tell us the general ſotipture directions you 
mentioned in p. 57. *©* were given to the church, 
and to every member of it without exception; 
«and to none but thoſe in church fellowſhip.” 


True. And where do you find any directions 


given to carnal men, either what or how they 
ſnall fing ? Or indeed, to ſing at all in the church? 

Have you not as much authority to refuſe, as 
you have to admit them to ſing? Undoubtedly 
you have You can eaſily repulſe them with your 
own arguments. You can tell them there are 
no directions, much leſs exhortations, and leaſt 
of all any commandments in ſcripture given to 
them to fing praiſes to God in the church of 
which they are not-members.—Y ou have I think 
an equal right to refuſe their joining with you in 
ſinging, as the jews had to refufe the Samaritans 
joining with them in building the Temple after 
their return from their captivity. Ezra. 4 : 2.— 
At laying the foundation of that Structure, we are 
told, the prieſts were ſet—with trumpets, and 
the Levites with * to praiſe the Lord 
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& —after the ordinance of David King of 
&« Iſrael. And that they ſung together in courſe, 
* and all the people ſhouted with a great ſhout” 
Ezra. 3: 10: 11. They did not all ſing, . Shout- 
«* ing,” ſaysa learned Paraphraſt, is a natural 
« expreſſion of joy, and as acceptable to' God as 
« the moſt artificial compoſures. 

33. I will now before I conclude, juſt obſerve, 
that after all that has been faid, it is not, you 
know, praifing of God that we differ about, but 


ſinging his praiſes, in the manner as you do—and 


aſſert it to be a goſpel ordinance, a command of 
Jeſus Chriſt, a neceſſary part of divine worthip, 
which all chriſtian churches are in duty bound to 
perform. Which, if this be true, -it muſt needs 
follow, that all of us who do not fing as you do, 


are guilty of a violation of the law of Chrift, of 


diſobedience to his command, of rejecting his 
authority, and diſhonouring him as our ſovereign 
Lord and King, the Ruler and Governor of his 
church and people. I fay; if ſinging as you dd 
in public worſhip be univerſally binding and ob- 
ligatory on all the members of his church; then 
all of us who do not fing in your manner, muſt 

him 


certainly be bold and dating finners againſt 


who is King of kings and Lord of lotds.” 
But we hope you are miftaken in your aſſertions, 

that things are not what you ſay they are, for we 

think you have not proved all you have aſſerted. 


'—And as we believe your God is our God, ſ⸗ 


we humbly hope he will graciouſly accept our 
praiſes in the beſt way we offer them unto him, 


though we don't fing them as you do, as well as 


yours, when you all together ng them, And 


humbly pray that you and we may. one day all 
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ment is invalid. But ſuppoſing, not granti 
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together meet before his Throne, to celebrate his 
high and lofty praiſes in a far more exalted and 
glorious manner, with far more excellent matter 
than it is poſſible for us to do on this fide of that 
happy world of light, life and glory; where love 
and peace, joy and praiſe for ever reign through 
the ſucceſſive ages of eternity. And that God of 
his abundant mercy, love and grace may grant 
the ſame to you and vs, is the earneſt and ſincere 
prayer of him who is a lover of Truth and Peace. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


What follows I Purpoſely omitted taking no- 
tice of ſooner to give it a place by itſelf. In p. 
27. 28. You ſay. 

« If baptiſm had been a ftanding ordinance 
under the law, an ordinance from the begin- 
© ning and always adminiſtered to infants, then 
* undoubtedly the argument for infants baptiſm 
would be valid and unanſwerable. For in that 
«* caſe nothing leſs than a divine prohibition 
e could vindicate our refufing to adminiſter --this 
* ordinance to infants now. On the ſame foun- 
« dation it may be inconteſtibly argued in favour 
* of . promiſcuous finging.—Singing is ſtill en- 
* joined, and no . prohibition to fing promiſcu- 
* ouſly. It therefore follows ceteris paribus, that 
* promiſcuous ſinging is right and proper Rill.” 

Pray my brother, what do you.mean by pre- 
miſcous finging? Do you mean all ſorts of people 
finging together? When was ſuch ſinging en- 
joined? If it never was, then it cannot be :right 
and proper at any time. Therefore your argu- 


that it was praftifed among the jews, that wi 
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make nothing for your purpoſe; for how oſten 
did thoſe people contrary to God's law, ſet up 
their own traditions, and invented cuſtoms, highly 
provoking to God ? 

But that which I chiefly intend to obſerve, is, 


that if your way of reaſoning be 2 ye and argu- 


mentative, it is equally ſo for the uſe of inſtruments 
of muſic in the worſhip of God now, as much as 
under the law.. And you will, or may argue thus, 
— Inſtruments of mulic were commanded of God 
to be uſed in public worſhip, was a ſtanding or- 
dinance under the law, an ordinance from the 
beginning, and always uſed, and nothing leſs 
than a divine prohibition can vindicate our re- 
fufing to uſe them in public worſhip now. There- 
fore it may be inconteſtibly argued, .inftruments 
of muſic are till enjoined, and no prohibition of 
the uſe of them. It therefore unavoidably follows 
that the uſe of inſtruments of muſic is right and 
proper ſtill. This is your on argument, you 
muſt therefore as I have ſaid in another place, 
ſet up inſtruments of muſic as well as ſinging in 
the worſhipof God, or neither. But there is ano+ 
ther thing which the ſame reaſoning will ſtrongl/ 
militate againſt, I mean, eating of blood, which 
you allow of. In which caſe, you will, or may 
in like manner argue thus. 

Abſtaining from eating of blood was com- 
manded of God, was a ſtanding ordinanee under 
the law, an ordinance from the beginning, and 
always obſerved and obeyed; and nothing les 
than a divine prohibition of that ordinance ot 
command can vindicate our eating of blood. 
Therefere it may be inconteſtibly argued tha 
abſtaining from eating of blood is ſtill enjoined, 
as we have no prohibition of that command. |t 


unayoidably 
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unavoidably follows, that abſtaining from ea- 
ting of blood is right and proper till, | 

Therefore chriſtians as well as jews, and all 
others in the patriarchal times, are obliged by an 
unrepealed law, ordinance, or command, to ab- 
ſtain from eating of blood. The command, was. 
firſt given to the whole world, conſiſting then 
only of Maß and his family, afterwards to the 
jews, and laſtly to the chriſtians. For proof of 
all, ſee Gen. 9: 4. Lev. 3: 7. and 7: 26. 
and 17, 10 to 15. Acts 15. 20: 28: 29. 


APPEND IX. 
Containing Anſwers to ſome Objections: 
In a Letter to a Friend. 
Sir, 
7 OU fay K] am not ſatisfied with what 
* have read in favour of ſingigg. 
* Not fully convinced it is a duty eſſentially ne- 
* ceſſary to be performed as a part of public 
* worthip” “ Yet not convinced it is ſeripture- 
« leſs, as you call it.” You ate not fatisfied, it 
ſeems, with it nor without it ; the arguments on 
both ſides do not convince you of the truth on 
either ſide ; ſome things you think are right, and 
ſome wrong, on both fides ; neither of them pre-- 
ponderate, ſo that at preſent they remain in equi- 
librium. I wiſh 1 knew the exact weight that 
would turn the balance on the right fide : Who 


will be happy enough to caſt it in I cannot tell. 


Both ſides draw in the ſcriptures as evidences, and 
witneſſes, to prove oppoſites and contraries, but 
they will never do it, and yet they muſt at laſt 
determine the point, Either they do declare, 

M aſſert 


* 
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aſſert and prove the preſent practice of finging, 
or they do not. If they do not, why is it kept up? 
If they do, why is it not determined? To what 
purpoſe is it to draw out a multitude of words and 
prove nothing ? | 
Lou fay, I call ſinging a ſcriptureleſs prac- 
e tice,” No fir, I did not, nor do I now fay 
it is a ©* ſcriptureleſs practice, for that would be 
denying a real fact; but it is the preſent practice 
of ſinging, I called, and ſtill call fo, Had [ 
aſſerted that ſinging is ſcriptureleſs I ſhould have 
denied that ſinging with the Spirit is ſo. But 2. 
If finging is not eſſentially neceſſary to conſtitute 
a part of public worſhip, why is it made a part 
of it ?—But don't you make it an eſſential part of 
it when you will at no time omit it?—O dear 
I remember that you do in your church, ſometimes 
make it give way to pleaſe ſome men, and then 
indeed you do not make it at all neceſſary at 
that time. If you may do this at one time to 
pleaſe ſome men, you may do ſo at other times 
to pleaſe other men. I might add much here, but 
I forbear. 
Again. You ſay. I am not convinced it 
© ſhould not be performed at all, and had rather 
* it ſhould be peformed as it is than not at all.“ 
Am not ſatisfied with what you have advanced.“ 
— Pray fir, what kind of ſinging and how would 
you have it performed? And where and when, 
and by whom? Why © juſt as it is, rather than 
© not at all.“ What, whether it can be proved 
to be a Schr ordinance or no? Surely you 
would not. I am not convinced, fay you, that 
* it is neceſſary to be endued with an extra- 
« ordinary gift.” — There is indeed, no need of 
any ſpiritual gift at all, to ſing as you fing, for a 
| mere 
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mere natural man who knows nothing and has 
nothing of ſpiritual gifts, can ſing as well as the 
moſt ſpiritual. Pray fir, is it not neceſſary to be 
endued with the Spirit of prayer? Lou may call 
that if you pleaſe an extraordinary gift; but it is 
no more than what God gives to his people. © 

As to thoſe extraordinary gifts which God gave 
to the apoſtles and others, we are not called to 
the exerciſe of them, becauſe he does not- give 
them. Therefore we do not ſin becauſe we do 
not ſpeak with tongues, propheſy, &c. Neither 
do we fin, becauſe we do not fing as they did. 
But does it follow that ſing we _ and fing we 
will, from our own authority, and according to our 
own invention and in our own. way? By no 
means ſurely, You will eaſily allow that we ought 
not to ſet up any thing as matter of duty in the 
worſhip of God without a command from him. Let 
us therefore look well to what we do, that we are 
not deceived by receiving the ſayings of men, for 
the teſtimonies of God. I wonder that you and 
others can be ſo ſtrenuous to vindicate'the prefent 
practice of ſinging without a command from the 
ſupreme authority. If we fet up ſomething-of 
ourſelves, and make that thing, tobe a duty, which 
God has not made fo, what do we leſs, thanuſurp 
an authority we have no right to, making that to 
be a duty, which he has not made fo ? 

When it is proved that ſinging as you do, is a 
neceſſary part of divine worſhip, and that ſuch 
worſhip ought not to be entered on and performed 
without it, becauſe Chriſt hath commanded and 
made it an ordinance of perpetual duration in- his 
church, that all the members thereof are in duty 
bound to perform it on pain of his diſpleaſure; 
and that he hath authorized us to fing the pre- 
compoled 


* 
compoſed forms of uninſpired men; and 
laſtly, that by the ſame authority carnal and un- 
odly people ought to fing in the church with 
thoſe only who are members; I ſay, if thoſe things 
can be fully proved by the lively oracles of truth ; 
which are the very hinges on which the contro, 
verſy turns, and which were the whole ſco 
and deſign of my writing on the ſubject, I ſay, 
once more, when they are fully proved by the 
New Teſtament, I will reſiſt no longer, but 
entirely yield and ſubmit thereto. It is this 
proof I want and am waiting for, and nothing 
leſs can give me ſatisfaction. | 
It is a ſtrange and amazing thing that chriſtians 
ſhould be ſo much miſtaken, and ſo deeply fixed 
in their miſtakes, as to ſet up and uſe mere hu- 
man forms, and make them to be neceſſary 
parts of divine worſhip, as you do ſinging for 
one, and poſitively aſſert that it is a divine or- 
dinance, a goſpel duty which every chriſtian 
ought to perform: Strange indeed! * Tis ver 
wonderful that real, thinking chriſtians can 5 
eaſily give into ſuch a practice by the ſpectous 
pretences of unauthorized men. What if they 
mean ever ſo well, that their deſigns are honeſt 
and good, generous and noble; yet all theſe put 
together, can never be of ſufficient authority to 
ſet up forms and inventions for goſpel ordinances. 
I with this was well conſidered and ſeriouſly laid 
to heart. 


If our bleſſed Lord had given us a form or 


forms, and had faid to his diſciples, when ye ſing 
ſing this, or theſe ; or after this manner fing ye; 
who .would have made the leaft objection to it? 
Now it is certain that John the Baptiſt did teach 
his difciples to pray, but we don't read he 
A II taught 
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taught them to ſing. So did our Lord teach 
his diſciples to pray, for one of them aſked him 
ſo to do in the name of the reſt; but he at no 
time taught them to fing, indeed they never 
aſked him, Nor did he or they ever ſing as we 
know of. Tis very probable thoſe poor labo- 
rious, toiling fiſhermen, knew no more how to 
fing, than they did how to pray. We are very 
ſure he did give them a form of prayer, and ſaid to 
them when ye pray ſay &c.” Or After this 
„manner pray ye. — The form of prayer he 
gave them, is you know uſed by ſome in their 
public worſhip over and over ſeveral times in a 
day; but very few diſſenters uſe it in their 
public worſhip, at leaſt, not verbatim, although 
it is certainly a divine prayer; and they think 
they have juſt reafons why they are not obliged 
to uſe it at all times of their public worſhip; And 
yet cannot be contented and fatisfed without 
uſing mere human forms of finging over and 
over as often as they pleaſe, and uſe them too as 
if they were purely divine; as if they were the 
will and commandment of Chriſt himſelf, and 
as much from his authority as that form of prayer 
he gave.— 

You ſay, © Your manner of treating Col. 3: 
* 16. is far from carrying conviction to me.“ 
Yes fir, it may be fo, and to many others be- 
fides you, but that does not prove 1 treated that 
ſcripture wrong. How the words can be applied 
to every member of the church, I have till to 
learn. It is I think, more than probable that every 
one of them had not the gift of a pſalm, if pſalms 
were gifts in thoſe days, and that thoſe who ſung 
them, ſung with the Spirit. Could the apoſtle 
exhort any other petſons in the church to teach 


and 


FO 
and admonith in pſalms, &c. but thoſe only in 
whom the word of Chriſt dwelt richly in all wiſ- 
dom? If the apoſtle addreſſed all the members 
of the church, and not ſome more particular] 
than the others, women were certainly included 
and then it is no leſs certain, that he addreſſed 
them as teachers in the church as well as men. 

But is it not evident and certain, that the whole 
worſhip and ſervice of God were carried on and 
performed in the church in thoſe days only by 
ſpiritually gifted men ; and that when one ſpoke 
all the reſt were ſilent? And is it not the ſame 
amongſt us now ? Do not men pray and preach, 
according to the: gift they have received, to fit and 
qualify them for the ſolema ſervice as good ſtew. 
ards of the manifold grace of God? Are not all 
things we do in the worſhip of God in our day, to 
bedone in like manner? When chriſtians pray 

in their families, or in their cloſets and priyate 
retirements, don't they pray according to their 
gift, and not by a form of words made by ſome 
other man? What need of a form of words to 
praiſe God with, more than to pray to him? You 
can praiſe him as well and as acceptably without 
ſinging, as with finging the beſt compoſed form 
of the moſt ſkilful and ingenious poet, or you 
would not praiſe him in any other way. And l 
doubt not but you do, and many others beſides 
you, when neither you nor they have a thought 

about ſinging, in your hearts, | 
Ts it not from the word and Spirit of God that 
you have learned to know yourſelf? —You have 
your feelings of joy and ſorrow, of gladneſs and 
grief-in yourſelf alone, and not from others, ex- 
cept by 11 If, when you find yourſelf 
diſpoſed to ſpeak to yourſelf in a plalm, hymn 
| | 9 
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or fpiritual ſong, and can ſing and make melody 
in your heart to the Lord, who has a right to 
forbid 2 ; eſpecially if the matter be formed 
in, and riſes from your heart by the Spirit of 
God, as your prayers are formed in and flow from 
your heart by the help of the ſame Spirit ?=By 
that divine aſſiſtant you can joyfully praiſe him, 
and readily and chearfully give thanks'to him 
for all his mercies, bleſſings and benefits. So 
that ſinging is not the cauſe, but the effect of joy 
in the heart: And indeed, juſt as the heart is, 
juſt ſo is the man. Therefore ſinging is not 
eſſential to praiſe and thankſgiving; to joy and 
tejoicing. 

You ſay. © I can't conceive what reaſon there 
« is to conclude thoſe perſons were to be endued 
* with an extraordinary gift.” Perhaps you cannot, 


but what then? Your not conceiving of the . 


thing is no proof that it waznot ſo. But you can 
eafily conceive the apoſtle could not addreſs 
thoſe who had not the word of Chriſt dwelling in 
them richly in all wiſdom ;—thoſe who were not 
qualified to teach and admoniſh in pſalms, &c. 
This, I ſay fir, you can eaſily conceive and be 
certain of, You will not therefore undertake to 
prove that all the members of the church were fo 
qualified. Ts it to be proved that any perſon did 
ling in the church who was not endued with the 
gift of the Spirit? Either thoſe who ſung, did 
ling with the gift of the Spirit, or they did not; 
if they did not, pleaſe to tell me with what what 
and how they did fing. Did they fing by human 
forms, and all the members of the church ſing 
together? I wiſh you would tell me wherein you 
are more edified when you praiſe God by ſinging, 
than you are when you don't fing. And _ 1 
| 8 
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acceptably to God, and edifyingly to the church 


- muſt nottake a thing for granted without proof, 
for that is only begging the queſtion. I can prove 


1 


beg leave to aſk you, of what real uſe, ſervice 
or benefit has finging been, or yet isto you to 

promote and advance the love of God in your 
heart and your own love to him, to ſerve, honour p | 
and glorify him by a goſpel life and conver- E l 
ſation? Is it not the word and Spirit of God from I f 
which you derive all your help, ſtrength, power WW. 


2 — 5 
and ſpiritual life: «to 


As to extraordinary gifts not being mentioned I 
in the context, you muſt needs know-is nothing Pe 
to the purpoſe, ſo long as the apoſtle mentioned * 
them when, and to whom he knew it was need- 4 
ful; which, though he did not to the Coloſſians, N e; 
he did to the Corinthians.—Your thoughts and mah 
conceptions prove no more than mine; it is what I; _ 
the goſpel reveals to be the truth, that we muſt all 5 1 
adhere to and abide by, and not the conjectures, Fa 
imaginations and opinions of men. How often : 
have the ſcriptures been perverted to prove many 
flagrant and palpable errors? How poſitive and 
peremptory have many been in their aſſertions 
without proofs? Can any one fing, pray or preach 


without ſpiritual gifts? To fing is one thing, but 
to ſing acceptably to God is another vaſtly diffe- 
rent thing, The ſame muſt be ſaid of praying 
er preaching. Carnal men can do the former, 
that is ſing, but they cannot do the latter. 

You ſay. I think if any ſhould ſay they 
* could not ſing without extraordinary gifts, is to 
« ſay more than can be proved. But can you 
prove that thoſe who ſung in the church in the 
apoſtles days, did fing without them? You 


that they did fing with the Spirit, and if you can 
prove they ſung without it, I will pay a ju regard 
(0 
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to it, But you think that ALL who ſung, did 
not ſing with the Spirit. When 2 have proved 
it I will accede to it, You ſeem to judge of 
perſons and things paſt by what you ſee done at 
preſent ; which is no juſt and certain rule, | 

But you farther fay. ** It muſt be ſuppoſed 
* they ſung with an extraordinary gift in order 
«to eſtabliſh the apoſtle's addreſſing particular 
« perſons in Col. 3: 16.” Why fir, can it be 
proved that every member of the church ſtood 
in the ſame predicament ? I think nobody will 
attempt it. Though the epiſtle was written to 
the whole church and every member of it, yet all 
that is contained in it could not equally be applied 
to every individual ; but every one were to make 
application according to the place and ſtate they 


ſtood in as church members.—Such as were car 


pable by ſuitable gifts received, were to teach 


and admoniſh in Pſalms, hymns and ſpiritual ' 


ſongs ;—every one were to uſe their gifts for the 
edification of the church, of what kind ſoever 
they were. Confider well what the apoſtle ſays 
Rom. 12: 6: 7: 8. verſes, and other places. 

Some, very probably, could propheſy, who 
could not teach in pſalms, and hymns ; others 
could do this, who could not do that. So that 
thole who could not perform one part of ſervice 
wy to perform another part they were qualified 
or. 

My reaſoning on the ſubject of ſinging in my 
publiſhed piece, you might very eaſily perceive 
was confined entirely to matters and things as they 
were tranſacted in the church in the apoſtles days, 
at leaſt, as they appeared to me. And if church 
matters were not conducted and carried on as 1 
there obſerved, let — be pointed out 


and 
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and my errors corrected by ſome kind and candid 
friend in mee kneſs and love, and I will be very 
thankful to him. I only add, that I think no 
arguments can be fairly drawn from the above 
text, to prove that all the members of the church 
did, and that all members of chriſtian churches 
now ought to fing together, but what are quite 
enervated. To-conclude the whole, 

I do here tell you that, however ſome have 
confirued my Piece, I can honeſtly and truly ſay, 
I never wrote any thing that I know of, with 
more candour and good temper than I did that, 
And I am, you may be ſure, very ſorry if [I 
have deſervedly loſt my former character; —and 
have given offence to any of my chriſtian friends 
and brethren, and that I muſt continue under 
their reſentment. It can be owing to nothing 
elſe that I can think of, but my plain, open, 
free and chriſtian liberty which I took in 
writing and telling them my thoughts, which! 
did with equal ſeriouſneſs and love. Never in- 
tending to aſperſe any man's perſon or character 
in any. kind whatſoever. I am therefore very 
ſorry that any words ſhould drop from my peg 
capable of ſuch an ill conſtruction as ſame have 
put upon them: For it was all in love and noth- 
ing elſe but love, let any perſon ſay or think 
what he pleaſes. But better men than I have 
been under the laſh of the tongue and pen before 
I was born. I will therefore once for all, aſſute 
you and all my much loved chriſtian brethren, 
that I am a real, and ſincere lover of Truth and 
Peace : Praying earneſtly and continually, for the 
increaſe and eſtabliſhment thereof, in all the 
churches of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, Amen. 
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NATURE OF THE CONTROVERSY 
. BETWEEN 
Mr. BOYCE, and Mr. TAYLOR, 
RELATIVE | 
TO THE PRESENT MODE 
Aud PRACTICE 
OF SINGING, IN THE 


PUBLIC WORSHIP OF GOD, 


Bay the ruth, and ſell it nat. 


SOLOMON, 
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A LETTER 
a Wa 
PHILOLOGUS, ro THEOP HILUS. 


Dear Sir, 


NCOURAGED and ſtimulated by 
that well known, and truly Apoſtolick 
maxim, ** Prove all things; I have lately read 
two phamphlets on the ſubjet of finging in the 
public worſhip of God. One of the authors, 
Mr. Boycs, controverts our preſent mode and 
practice : the other, Mr. TAYLOR, attempts a 
vindication. As thoſe two gentlemen differ ſo 
much in their views about this part of worſhip, 
I ſat down, reſolved to examine the ſcriptures for 
myſelf ; if poſſible, that I might acquire a com- 
petent knowledge of the ſubject, and that my 
faith may not ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but 
in the power of God, You know I am a profeſſed 
enemy to human authority, and Impoſition, in 
matters of religion : and indeed, I confider it of 
great importance, to know, and be aſſured, that 
ve have Divine Authority, for all our religious 
proceedings; with which, the honor of God, and 
our own edification are ſo intimately connected. 
Without any other apology for my writing, I ſhall 
now briefly ſtate, the reſult of my enquiry after 
truth, relative to the above ſubject; a ſubjed?, 
which has engaged the attention, and employed 
the pens, oftwo deſerving men, and able mini- 
ſters of the goſpel of Chrift. 
1. After a careful peruſal of the inſpired volume 
I cannot find the moſt diftant hint of any ſinging 
amongſt the Antediluvians, whoſe lives filled a 
pace of near two thouſand years | 
0 2. The 


140 


2. The firſt inſtance of ſinging which preſents 

itſelf to view, is recorded, Exodus 18 Chap. ac- I Or « 
companied with the hiſtorical detail of one of the 
the - moſt fignal and extraordinary events by £ am 
which ſupreme power, juſtice and goodneſs, have | Hi 
ever been known or experienced by men. From 6. 
the Deluge to that period, amounts to about Te 
eight hundred years more, and yet during ſo con- Sa, 
ſiderable a term, the ſacred Hiſtorian maintains I {tit 
a profound filence with reſpec to ſinging, altho*, C 
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1 he has been careful enough to preſetve the me- cun 
1 mory of other religious rites, and acts of devotion to 
4 due to God, and with which the Patriarchs wor- lo\ 
| ſhipped the Divine Majeſty. ha 


3. The next account of ſinging that I meet with, 7 
is the ſong of Deborah and Baruch, which alſo pre 
was occalioned by that compleat victory the p': 
children of Iſrael obtained over IA BIN the int 
king of Canaan, who had mightily o ppreſſed I Ct 
Ifrael for. twenty years. | 
If this ſong was a public one, as moſt probably 44 

it was, it appears as if Deborah and Baruch were 1 2 
the only ſingers. From the nature of the ſong it «f 
is improbable that they ſang conjointly; there 3 
are ſome parts of it which would be very impro- 
per for Deborah or Baruch to expreſs in their 1 1 
own perſons, as you will ſee, when you have 3 
conſidered the paſſage and it's contents. 
4. From all I can learn, about three thouſand years c 
had elapſed, before finging became an act of + | 
ſtated public worſhip, There is not any thing in 2 
ſacred hiſtory that will authoriſe us to ſay that it ty 
was ever conſidered or practiſed as ſuch, until . 
the time and reign of David king of Iſrael. c | 
When ſinging became an eſtabliſhed part of 4 
Jewith worſhip, I cannot find it was the bufineſs th 
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or duty of the whole congregation to engage in 
the work: A ſelect number were choſen from 
among the tribe of Levi, all of them of ASAPH, 
HEMAN, and JEDUTHIN. | 

6. From the Old, I now proceed to the New 
Teſtament, where I am informed the Lord and 
Saviour of the world ſang a hymn after the in- 
ſtitution of the ſolemn - ſupper, which, ſo ſigniſi- 
cantly reminds us of the moſt extraordinary cir- 
cumſtance, that men or Angels were ever witneſſes 
to; an extraordinary demonſtration of divine 
love, in the knowledge and faith of which, the 
happineſs of men is particularly intereſted, 

7. Whilſt the apoſtles of Chriſt with their bodily 
preſence ſuperiatended the concerns of the newly 
planted chriſtian churches, I can find but one 
inſtance of public finging, and that is in the 
Church at Corinth, where it appears ſinging was 


* Query. Whether or no the word Sung, be not ad- 
«del in Matth. 26, 40. Mark. 14. 16. Acts. 16. 25. Heb. 
© 2,12, For in none of thoſe places the term Sung is 10 be 
found as is afficmed ? 2 : 
2. * Whether the Tranſlators have done well in adding t 
* the word of God? 
3. Whether they do well that juſtify the Tranſlators who 


have ſo done? 


4. Whether they that preach, and print, and confidently 
urge from thoſe Texts they ſung, do not deceive others, 
and juſtify the Tranſlators in their adding to God's word? 

6, © Whether thoſe Tranſlations that read, that, when they 
had Hymned, or given thanks, be not more agreeable to 
the truth? 

6, © Whether the Term, Hy mneſantes, doth not as ſtrongl 
* imply, that they lamented, as that they ſung and rejoiced ? 

7. © Whether there is not a greater probability, that they 
« mourned or lamented, than that they ſung and rejoiced at 
that time? Mn | 

The Axe at the Root of the Innovation of Singing in 
the worſhip of God, printed 1696. 2 
| performed 


* 


performed by a ſpecial gift, as well as ſpeaking 
with tongues, or propheſying, &c. 4 And here 
T cannot help remarking that the apoſtolick rule 
and our practice are at variance. When we ſing 
in public worſhip, we fing altogether with con- 
Joined voices, But if J underſtand the Apoſtle, 
he accounts a conjunction of voices in religious 
exerciſes, diſorderly and unprofitable. If a con- 
junction of voices in public worſhip is not the 
thing reptehended by St. Paul in the Corinthians, 
I muſt confeſs, there js to me at teaſt, an inex- 
plicable myſtery in the blame he imputes. 
8. I have not been able to produce any account 
of womens ſinging in the public Stated worſhip of 
God; either under the Old, or New Teſtament. 

This Sir, is all the information I have been 
able to obtain, aſter a diligent, and attentive 
ſearch in the chriſtian's MAGNA CHARTA, 

the BIBLE, for public finging. If you have 
read Mr. Boycz's Serious Thoughts on finging 
in the public worſhip of God; you will eaſily 
perceive he has took the unpopular fide of the 

ueſt ion to defend. Indeed I ſhould not wonder 
if Chriſtendom itſelf was moved to anathmatize 
him. I do expect a clamour will enſue, if poſſi- 
ble; to enervate his honeſt reaſoning. I may be 
miſtaken, and a ſullen filence may pervade the 
earth. 

Muſic is known to be agreeable to human 
nature in it's moſt corrupt ſtate. How oft have 
we heard the beſt truths ridiculed, and deſpiſed, 
in our Aſſemblies, whilſt the ſinging bas been 
highly applauded, by men of the moſt debauched 
morals, and even by profeſſed infidels ? I have 
heard it ſuggeſted, that finging is the IDOL of 


4 See Dr, WniTzy on 1 Cor. 14. 26. 
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the Chriſtian World : And what can that man 
expect who is hardy enough to attempt berea- 
ving a people of their God? Poor Mr. B. 1 feel 
for his critical ſituation! What may he, or any 
other, who engageth in ſo dangerous an enterpriſe 


expect? but, # # # #* # # * # $ #*. 


Mr. DAN. TayLo. only, hath yet entered 
the liſt, with Mr. B. He is profeſſedly become, 
the fingers Lead in the diſpute. From his well 
known abilities much was expected. He is con- 
ſidered a formidable antagoniſt, and his friends 
ſay, in this cauſe, he is invulnerable. But this 
and every other matter, you have my hearty 
concurrence to deliberate upon and ſettle in your 
own mind. I know your regard for truth is 
great, and that you are not eaſily deceived by 
{pecious appearances, During a ſeries of years 
intimate acquaintance and uninterupted friend- 
ſhip, I have always known you to be a firm 
friend to the right of private judgment, and free 
enquiry. 

It is this Sir, which always endeared you to 
me: and this will always make your character 
appear lovely and reſpeCtable in the eye of all 
good men. It is from ſuch a knowledge of 
you, that I venture to ſubmit my free obſervations, 
to your candid peruſal. 

Whilſt Mr. T. earneſtly contends for ſing- 
ing in its preſent mode, and which he conſiders 
recommended, and ſupported by ſcripture au- 
thority : he, as zealouſly excludes inſtrumental 
mulic, from bearing any part with public ſing- 
ing in chriſtian churches. 

| much d oubt -whether his reaſoning on the 
above be quite conclufive, or he, conſiſtent with 
himſelf, in rejecting inflrumental muſic ; which 
15 
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is as fully recommended as vocal. Mr. T. rea- 
ſoning on this head I thall now contraſt, with the 
reaſoning of that reſpectable Dignitary of the na- 
tional church, the worthy Deaa || of Canterbury : 
from whoſe Sermon on the Antiquity, uſe, and 
excellence of church muſic, I copy the follow- 
ing. Let the inſtrument accompany the voice, 
* and the heart accompany both. 

In the conſtitution of man, as the all wiſe 
* artiſt has been pleaſe] to frame it, there are 
© certain tones of the voice, by which the af- 


fections of the mind naturally expreſs them- 


© ſelves. The tone of ſorrow is mournful and 
* plaiative ; the notes of joy exulting and jubi- 
*lant. St. James therefore ſpake with the 
« ſtricteſt propriety, when he ſaid, Is any 
© afflicted? let him pray; is any merry? let 

© him ſing.” When the ſpirits are * by 
* good news, or any other very pleaſing con- 
« fideration, every one whoſe actions are un- 
£ obſerved, and therefore unreſtrained, will 


© break forth into ſinging. It is the proper ex- 


« preſſion of pleaſure; it is “ the voice of joy 
* and health in the dwellings of the righteous,” 
Who ſhall conteſt THEIR right ſo to declare 
and make their feelings known? They have 
* been in poſſeſſion of the privilege, ever fince 
* the hour when, at the creation of the world, 
„the morning ſtars ſang together, and all the 
$ ſons of God ſhouted for joy; and they will 
be found poſſeſſed of it, in the day, when, for 


* the redemption of the world, ſaints and angels 


* thall ſing together, Bleſſing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, to him that ſitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb!“ During the 
intermediate period between theſe two. great 


{| Dr, HoRRR. 
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* events, there Þ upon earth a mixture of evil 
and good; there is, on that account, a mix- 
* ture of ſorrow and joy ; and the ſervice of the 
church conſiſts of PRAYER and PRAISE: 
We have ſinned, we are afflicted, we pray: 
Our fins are forgiven, we rejoice, we fſing.' * 
No ſooner was there a regular national church 
* eſtabliſhed in ISRAEL, a people ſelected by 
*the Almighty for that very purpoſe, than we 
find muſic making a part of the ritual. The 
* trumpet was blown in the new moon, on the 
* ſolemn feaſt day; ſuch was the ſtatute for If- 
* rae], the law of the God of Jacob.” The per- 
* formers, vocal and inſtrumental, were ranged 
* by the royal prophet, under divine direction, 
in their ſeveral claſſes, and appointed to wait 
in fucceſſhon, through the year. At the dedi- 
* cation of the temple by king SOLOMON, 
* they were all aſſembled, and performed to- 
* gether, the whole nation joining in a grand 
chorus of praife and thankſgrving, while the 
glory of the Lord, a body of light above the 
* br drightneſs of the ſun, deſcended from heaven, 
7 — filled the houſe of God! If muſic in the 
* Jewiſh church ſerved to enliven devotion, and 
* eleyate the affections, why ſhould it not be 
* uſed, to produce the like effect, among chriſt- 
©ians? Human nature is the thans; and the 
power of muſic is the ſame : why ſhould: there 
not be the ſame application of one to the other, 
for the ſame benefical end, under both diſpen- 
ſations? Vocal muſic ceaſed not with the law: 
* why ſhould we ſuppoſe that inſtrumental mulic 
* was abrogated with it? Surely, the trumpet 
may ſtill be blown upon OUR feaſt day: the 
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© fiagers and players on inſtruments may till 
© make their voices to be heard as one, in bleſſ- 
© ing and thanking the Lord God of Iſrael, the 
© Redeemer of his people.“ 4 

© That which is commonly affirmed of nature 
© © (whatever is meant by the word) may with 
truth and propriety be affirmed of the God of 
nature, that he ** doth nothing in vain.” To 
the element of air he has given the power of 
© producing ſounds; to the ear the capacity 
of receiving them; and to the affections of 
the mind an aptneſs to be moved by them, 
* when tranfmitted through the organs of the 
* body. The philoſophy of the thing is too deep 
© and wonderfal for us; we cannot attain unto 
© it! But ſuch is the fact; with that we are con- 
«© cerned, and that is enough for us to know; 
* The end and defign of ſo curious an apparatus 
© are moſt evident. Sound was intended to be the 
© vehicle of ſentiment, and ſhould be employed 
in the conveyance of ſuch ſentiments as may 
* inſtru, improve, purify, and exalt the mind 
* ſuch as, when received, and retained, may 
* inſpire reſolutions, and produce act ions, tend- 
* ing to the glory of God, and the good of 
* mankind. How can this purpoſe be more 
effectually anſwered, than it is, when the moſt 
* beautiful and ſublime paſſages of holy writ, 
ſet to the fineſt muſic, are heard outwardly 
with our ears, and ingrafted inwardly in our 
* hearts? What can we have—What can we 
* defire more, upon earth? 

* The power of muſic is but too well known 
by fatal experience, when it is miſapplied ap- 
© plied to cherith and call forth the evil that hes 
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* concealed in the corrupt heart of fallen man; 
to recommend and excite in him all the follies 
* of levity and diſſipation, of intemperance and 
; © wantonneſs, What are we todo in this caſe? 
Are we to renounce and diſclaim mufic? No; 
© let us employ muſic againſt muſic. If the 
* PHILISTINES fing a chorus in honour of theic 
» idol, let ISRAELITES fing one louder to the 


glory of JEHOVAH. In the heathen mytho- 


* logy we are told, that when the Sirens warbled 
their ſoft ſeducing ftrains, to allure heedleſs 
* mortals into the paths of unlawful pleaſure, two 
different methods were made uſe of, to eſcape 
* the ſnare. Some rendered themſelves incapable 
of hearing, while others overpowered their ſongs 
by chanting divine hymns. The ſtory is fabu- 
*lous, but the moral juſt, and appoſite to the 
* ſubjeR in hand. For there is no doubt but that 
the heart may be weaned from every thing 
* baſe and mean, and elevated to every thing 
* that is excellent and praife worthy, by facred 
* mulic, The evil Spirit may ſtill be diſpoſſefſed, 
and the good ſpirit invited and obtained, by the 
* harp of the ſon of JESSE,” + 1 | 
Such are the arguments adduced by the Learned 
DEAN, in ſupport, and defence, of church mu- 
fic, You will perceive at firſt ſight, that he is 
decidedly of opinion that inſtrumental, ſhould ac- 
company Vocal muſic. What God hath joined 
together, no man may put aſunder. As Mr. 
TAYLoOR's ideas ſeem to coincide with the 
Dean's, with teſpect to the nature of man, and 
the effects of melody upon the human mind; I 
wonder that he ſhould - wiſh, or attempt to de- 
prive us of that, which is ſaid, to be attended 
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with ſo many advantages. I only add, that whilſt 
I was inveſtigating this ſubject, and revolving 
things in my mind; a few queries, ſuggeſted 
themſelves, which I now ſubmitlively lay at your 
feet; in hopes, you will attempt a Solution, and 
amplify at your leiſure. s 
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1. As we have no account that the Ante- 
diluvian Saints ever ſang in the public and Stated 
worſhip of God—Haow is that to be accounted 
for, if ſinging be a natural and moral duty, and 
eſſential to the ſtated worſhip of the Deity ? (as 
Mr. T. aſſerts) _ , 

11. Whatever may be faid of the filence 
about ſinging in the Hiftory of the antediluvians, 
Is it not ſtrange that we have no traces of ſinging 
in the Hiſtory of NOAH, SHEM, ABRA- 
HAM, ISAAC, JACOB, MELCHISEDEC, 


or any others of the pofdiluuians, untill after the | 


departure of the Iſraelites out of Egypt, if fing- 
ing be a natural and moral duty, and eſſential to 
the ſlated worſhip of the Deity ? 


111. If Singing be what Mr. T. avows; 4 
natural and moral duty, and eſſential to the * 


ſtated worſhip of God; ls it not truly marvellous 
that all the antediluvian Patriarchs ſhould never 
E it, or even ſa much as know that they 

d any buſineſs with ic—and that all the poſt- 
diluvians ſhould remain in the ſame predicament 
*till the days of Moſes, a period of between two 
and three thouſand years aſter the commencement 
of the public worſhip of God in the world ? 

1v. Upon the ſuppoſition that vocal finging 
be a natural and moral duty, &c. Is it not ex- 
ceedingly remarkable that inſtrumental mulie 

3 accompanied 


ea. 

accompanied the practice, in the very firſt inſt- 
ance of it recorded in the word of God? and 
continually afterwards duri 


ing that Diſpenſation. 
v. If finging be what Mr. T. contends for, | 
as above recited, — Why ſhould the firſt traces 
we have of the practice, ariſe from extraordinary 
exreumſtances, (ſuch as the overthrow of the 
Egyptian hoſt, and the total deſtruttion of Ja- 
bin's army.) and that it never at thoſe early times, 
nor untill many ages after, appears to have been 
practiſed on ordinary occaſions in the ſtated wor- 
thip of God ? | 
vt. Does the word Sing, always mean to pro- 
* nounce muſically, by modulating the voice, and 
ptoportioning the ſounds of the ſyllables to one 
another; in ſuch a manner as may be harmo- 
* nious, and pleaſant to the hearer ?* | 
Vit. Does not ſinging in the TEMPLE 
worſhip, always include the idea of inffrumental, 
nd vocal muſic in conjunction? Are they not 
' evidently connected, and eack, equally enjoined 
by one authority, to be ſo ufed, in public wor- 
ſhip, under the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation? 
viii, As ſinging is *plainly and frequently 
recommended in the Old Teſtament ; muſt we 
not underſtand it to be ſuch as was uſed in their 
ſtated public worſhip? e 


ix, As ſinging, is recommended in the New 
Teſtament; muſt we not underſtand it to be the 
ſame, as is the eſtabliſhed idea of the Old Teſta- 
ment, i e, inſtrumental and vocal © mufic in con- 
junction? Eſpecially as we have no prohibition 
in the New Teſtament againſt it. Mr. T. ſays 
in confirmation of the above, When any duty 
is enjoined, or any practice recommended both 
in x» Old Teſtament and the New, and no 
7 « command 


br 
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* command or direction given in the New Teſta- 
*© ment, to vary in the manner of performing that 
* duty fromthe manner in which it was performed 
* under the Old Teſtament diſpenſarion, it is a 
good and ſafe method to reaſon from the manner 
© uſed in the Old Teſtament to that of the New; 
* and to practiſe accordingly.” Þ 

x. If the above reaſoning is good and ſafe,” 
can we juſtify ourſelves in the neglect of inſt ru- 
mental muſic, in the public worſhip of God ? 

xi. As it is undeniable that, the part of Scrip- 
ture called the PS ALTER, was in perfect uniſon 
with the PSALTERY and HARP, and was 
that only uſed by the Jews in their ſtated public 
worthip as a preſcript form of ſinging, in con- 
38 with the ſaid inſtruments, and which form, 

r. T. ſuggeſts, was uſed by our Saviour and 
e his-apoſtles at the laſt ſupper, and by PAUL 
*andSILAS, in the priſon at Phillipi—and re- 
* commended to the Epheſians and Coloſſians— 
*« and to ſuch as ate merry.” As the Book of 
Pſalms is allowed to be what the Jews ſung, and 
as Mr. T. ſays;*is provided for us, by our great 
MASTER in heaven,” for the ſame uſe : Can we 
be juſtified in ſubſtituting any other form in it's 
place, or be exculpated from the charge of cri- 
minality in making any alteration whatever in it? 
ls it lawful to add to, or dimir.iſh from the word of 

God ? May we at pleaſure metamorphoſe a form, 
a book of Pſalms, ſaid to be provided for us by 
our great Maſter in heaven? Had Dr. WAr rs, 
or any other. D. D. the BROAD SEAL of 
heaven for ſucha fiep? If not; can we conſider 


it in a better point of view, than a preſumptive 


one? 5: $f. gi Lab 
t p. 25. Difs, 1 19 to 28, inclufive, - 
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x11. Suppoſing the Pſalter was defigned by God, 
as a preſcript form to be uſed in goſpel churches ; 
why cannot we be ſatisfied with that, which is 
given us as ſuch, and which We are ſure is infal- 
lible ? As no reaſonable objection can be made 
to an Engliſh tranſlation of the Pſalms into metre 
more than proſe, the inſuperable difficulty we 
have to ſurmount, is to prove the lawfulneſs of 
altering the ſpirit and genus of them, (at leaſt 
many of them.) which by no means comport 
with the ſpirit and genus of the goſpel, as is 
acknowledged by Dr. War rs, (whoſe name [ 
reverence) for that liberty he hath took, to make 
them ſuit the goſpel ſtate and worſhip. There 
is an excellent tranſlation in Engliſh metre, by 


the Rey, Wm. GREEN M. A. Rector of 


Hardingham in Norfolk, in which the original 
ardour and ſpirit are maintained, Let chriſtian 
churches try if they can reconcile their minds to 
the uſe of the Original form. Ifthey cannot ; 
who can ſuppoſe the Book of Pſalms is pro- 
vided by God as a form of finging for the uſe of 
goſpel churches? rs 

x111. As the Book of Pſalms was adapted to 
the Jewiſh State and worſhip, and“ given them 
by their great Maſter in heaven” —and is al- 
lowed to be an infallible form: can we from 
hence prove the lawfulneſs of ſubſtituting a falli- 
ble one in ſtead of it? W 

xiv. Tho' finging voca ews 
was performed 9 N Is it ©* good 
and fafe,” for us to practiſe _conngy, ſup- 
poling that St. Paul accounts a conjunction of 
voices in religious exerciſes diſorderly in the 
Corinthian Church? *The ſpirits of the prophets 
are ſubject to the prophets.” | 

xv. As Mr. T. delivers it as his opinion that 


« perſonal 


«© verſonal inſtruftion” is that intended, and re- 
commended by St. Paul, Col. 3. 16. 1— 
May not finging be performed by one perſon 
only, and alone, to more advantage than a hun- 
dred thouſand perſons together ? 

xvi, For as much as we cannot I think 
&« ſearn with certainty : whether the directions 
„ given in Eph. 5. and Col. 3. relate to public 
« worſhip or no: I beg leave to aſk, upon what 
New Teftament precept, the practice of ſinging 
in public worſhip 7s, certainly founded ? 

XVII. Is it not plain from the Old Tefta- 
ment, that the Singers in public worſhip were all 
of one tribe—the tribe of LEVI—and that a 


ſele& band were appointed from amongſt them 


only, for the purpoſe of finging—and which they 
performed alone, without a junct ion of any other 
tribe, or even any Levites, but thoſe who were 
ſelected to the work ? 

XVIII. If ſinging be a natural and moral 
duty, and eſſential to the ſtated worſhip of the 
Deity, —why, when it was introduced into ſta- 
ted public worſhip, did not the whole congregation 
of Iſrael join in the practice of it, but only one 
Tribe, or rather a ſmall part of that tribe? If a 
natural and moral duty it belonged taall the peo- 
ple of Iſrael, and even the Canaanites, Philiftines, 
and the whole Gentile world, | 

X1X., If the command in the New Teſta- 
ment for ſinging, was given to the Church and 
the * Church ni: What right have carnal and 
wnconverted perſons to join in it? Mr. T. fays 
they ___ t Who hath required this at thei: 
hands 


un - 


+ p $5- Diſs. 
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xn. Was finging a moral duty under the law, 


3 
to any but the Singers, who, had a ſpecial ap- 
pointment to the buſineſs? 16.8 

xx1, Can finging be a moral duty now, to 
any but ſuch who are commanded in the New 
Teſtament to practiſe it? | 

xx11. Suppoling our Saviour with his Apoſt- 
les, ſang at the laſt Supper, if it was deſigned to 
be a precedent for us to fing after that Qrdinance, 
or in public worſhip in future; Is it not firangs 
that we have no account of the A poſtles practi- 
ſing it afterwards when they broke bread ; or at 
any other time when they engaged in the public 
miniftry of the word. | 

xX111. Is the pretence of uſefulneſs, a goed 
reaſon for retaining any thing in public worſhip, 
which has not the _—_— . 3 ? 
Has not much been ſaid of pilgrimages and penan- 
ces, Cc, as to their oſofuln fs * TY $3 

xx1v, Had Heman's three daughters an 
int ment to any ward in the Houſe of G. 
when king David made a diviſion by lot of the 
ſingers? whoſe whole number was only two hun- 
dred and eighty eight. and who only were Au- 
thoriſed for SONG in the houſe of the Lord, 
* with Cymbals, Pſalteries and Harps, for the 
< ſervice of the houſe of God, — 4 to the 
© king's order to Aſaph, Jeduthin and -Heman. 
; xxv. Are „A. ſuppoſe the 5 

nging men, an ng women, menti 
2A and —— Eo fingers in the public 
worſhip of God? 

xxvi. Does not Ezra and Nehemiah both 
ſay, that the fingers were the SONS of ? 
Their greateſt number was one hundred and forty 
eight, How hall we reconcile this, with the 
ſuppoſition that the two hundred ſinging = 
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and ſinging women, were ſingers in the public 
ſtated worthip of God ? * 2 
XVII. Was the TRIBE of LEVI ſubject FF: 
to ſervile offices, for theirþrethren of the other 
tribes? | | 
AVI II. As Ezra and Nehemiah, agree that 

the number of the whole congregation of Iſtael, 
which came up from Babylon, was forty two 
thouſand, three hundred and fixty ; ee of 
their ſervants, which amounted to ſeven thou- 
ſand; three hundred, and thirty ſeven; and | 
amongſt whom, were the two hundred finging ; 
men, and ſinging women: ſuppoſing Levi's ſons 
were free men: can we from hence reaſonably in- ] 
fer, that thoſe ſinging men, and finging women, F, . 
were Levites? If not, could they be fingers in ſ, 
public ſtated worſhip ? | 
xxix, Foraſmuch as profane and ſacred it 
hiſtory agree, that ſinging men and women, were 
accounted a part of the riches, and delight of ef 
Eaftern Monarchs; is it not more probable, that fin 
thoſe two hundred ſinging men and women, had qe 
been retained for that employment in the wi 
COURT of the Babyloniſh Monarch, or ſome ch. 
of his Princes? wit 
xxx. Is there any clear deciſive evidence, that for 
women ever ſang in public ſtated worſhip, either vior 
under Old or New Teſtament? If not; then orig 
Mr. B. query relative to them, muſt be a jult ¶ com 
and proper One. 3 

rg. To conclude — have we as Chriſtians .. m 
any thing now to do with the Jewiſh Worſhip ot in ; 
Ceremonies? Is it not very apparently the drift you 
of St. Paul's Epiſtles to the Romans, Galatians 
and Hebrews, to diſſuade the Jewiſh Converts 


and others, from any relianoe on the Old Lav 
; 10 


I do affure you nothing but an ardent deſire ta 
ſome proper method of inveſtigating the ſubject, 
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in every part of it.—to ſtand faſt in the Liberty 
with which, Chriſt hath made us free ? ls it not 
Clear, that the Covenant of Grace was prior by 
ſeveral hundfed of years to the Law—and that 
therefore none of the Practices under the Jewiſh 
Diſpenſation have ought to do with Chriftians 
unleſs enjoined by Chrift our great Head—View 
the Hiſtory of Melchiſedec in Hebrews, with a 
general Survey, and it will elucidate this ſubject. 

And now my dear Sir, I muſt beg your in- 
dulgence for ſpinning out ſuch a long ſtring of 
queries; and hope you will not conſtrue them to 
mean a thing, which ſome folks Name impertinence. 


acquire a knowledge of the truth, and fix upon 


ever prompted me to attempt writing to you about 
it. | 4 | 

A ice of ſo much importance, and ſo 
eſſential to the public ſtated worſhip of God, as 
finging is ſuppoſed to be; is ſurely to be defen- 
Jed by ſome plain New Teftament precept ; 
without being dependant upon the tradition of the 
church, —or the commandments of men,—or 
without haying recourſs to analogy or- inference 
for its ſupport. 'I need not tell you how our Sa- 
viour explodes the vanity of that worſhip, which 


originates with doctrines, which are only the 


commandments of men. In vain do they wor- 
* ſhip me, teaching for doctrines the command-+ 


%% ments of men.” Such doctrines will be found 


in the day of trial; wood, hay, fubble. Should 
you ſee proper to call in the aid of analogy, and 
inference, for the ſupport and defence of the 
practice of finging ; I only remark, that another 

| " might 
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might with equal propriety and force, employ 
them againſt it : of which, take the following ſpe- 
cimen. As we are furniſhed with no account, by 
which it appears that the Fewi/k Church pactiſed 
finging, ever in their ſtated public worſhip of God 


in the Tabernacle, during their long reſidence in 


the wilderneſs, —a ſtate which divines ſa y (and 
for aught I know, proper enough: ) was a fit re- 
femblance and typical of our ſtate of trial in this 


world, If we may ſafely reaſon from the one to ' 


the other, it would follow, that we may nat ſing 
in this ſtate of probation, As we all know, that 
in ſeveral Senſes of the word, we are yet in a 
Kate of captivity ; another circumſtance, will 
prove favorable, and rather confirm our Analo- 
gous reaſoning. The Captive Jews when re- 
queſted by the Babylonians to ſing them one of 
the ſongs of Sion; replyed ; How ſhall we ſing 
* the LORDS SO in a ſtrange land? By 
** the rivers of Babylon there we ſat down; * 
* we wept, when we remembered SION. We 
* hanged our harps upon the willows in the midſt 
thereof.“ 

I muſt not paſs over in ſilence, that public ſing» 
ing in the worſhip of God under the Old Teſta- 
ment, was only practiſed at the CAPITAL of 
Judea, JERUSALEM ! 
As Jeruſalem, the Capital of Judea, is conſi- 
dered, as ſignificantly typical, of the NEW 
JERUSALEM, mentioned by St. John, in the 

Apeealypſe.— A State the chriſtian church is not 
yet arrived at, A State far ſuperior to every thing, 
which has yet been known by men on earth.— 
fate of eminence, glory and righteouſneſs, by 
which the Church will be diſtinguiſhed as a Bride, 
adorned for her Lord. In which ſtate, the ſaints 
are repreſented as employed, in the pleaſant, 


delightful work of linging,—-Singing the SON - 
0 


| 
| 
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of Moſes and the LAMB !—Aſcribing ſalvatioa 
to God and the Lamb!—Saying worthy is he who 
was lain, and hath redeemed us to God by his 
blood ! | 
I therefore analogous reaſoning, or circum- 
ſtances, have any weight to eftabliſh, and fu 
port the practice of ſinging; Muſt we not wait, 
until the Church arrives at that CITY of glory 
and happineſs? What is the moſt perfect ſtate, 


that men attain to on earth, when compared with 


a ſtate, ſo magnificently grand, and without a mix- 
ture of eviſ?—To attempt a deſcription, would 
but. beggar the ſubject. This we know, the 
© redeemed of the LOR D ſhall return, and 


come to SION with ſongs, and everlaſtin 
joy upon their heads; they ſhall obtain joy a 


e gladneſs; and forrow and ſighting ſhall flee 
© away.” | 

Atte we captivated by any thing we ſee or 
©hear below, and induced to eſteem it GREAT? * 
* was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and E 
* heard a great yoice of much people in heaven, 
« ſaying Hallelujah ! Salvation, and glory, and 
* honour, and power, unto the Lord our God. 


For true and righteous are his judgments. And 
te again they ſaid Hallelujah. And the four and 


<« twenty elders and the four living creatures fell 
„down, and worſhipped God that fat on the 
* throne, ſaying, Amen, e And a 
* yoice came out of the throne, ſaying, Praiſe 
* our God, all ye his ſervants, and ye that fear 
him both ſmall and great. And I heard as it 
* were the voice of a great multitude, and as the 


voice of many waters, and as the voice of migh- 


* ty thunderings, ſaying, Hallelujah, for the 
„Lord God omaipotent reigneth. Let us be 
«glad, and rejoice, and give honour to him; 
** ſor the marriage of the Lamb is come, and id 

wife 


. 
* 
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„ wife hath made herfolf ready. 


_ © Before ſuch a ſcene, and ſuch a band, every ; 


human performance muſt Shrink, and fade 
© away in the compariſon.” In hopes of joining 
that auget_Aſembly,-I.bow_ my knees urto the 


Father. of our-Logd Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the 


whole family in heaven and earth is named, and 
_ - fervently pray, that all our enquires after truth, 
may be crowned with fucceſs,—and that all our 


debates, may. be conducted with a truly chriſtian - 


. ſpirit, —and that all things may tend to the glory 
of God, and the edification of the body of Chriſt, 
whichis the Church. » 
I only add, — that as this controverſy affe7s by 
far the greateſt part of the Chriſtian World, and 


More particularly the Three Denominations of 


Proteflant Diſſenters in this Kingdom; who, pretty 
uniformly, practiſe ſinging in its diſputable mode; 
that it will give me a peculiar pleaſure, to ſee the 
ſobject diſcuſſed with fairneſs, and candour, with- 
out any gloſe, or manoeuvre, to diſguiſe or con- 
_ ceal the plain truth from being univerſally known; 
as well as that my own, and others ſcruples, may 
be removed]; and if poſſible, that no room may be 
left for any future altercation, 

And if you, or any others, ſhall attempt this 


work, as I think you are bound in duty to, 


from a principle of Philanthropy; as well as for 

our own Fuſtification, before men, and God 

hope you will not fail to give a diſtin, and unc- 
*vaſive Solution, (eſtabliſhed upon ſure premiſes,) 
of the ſeveral Queries I have propoſed, and in 
which, I have the Vanity to think, is comprehended 
a ſhort view, of the nature of the controverſy. In 
the mean time, I remain with the utmoſt reſpect, 
dear Sir, Your Affectionate Brother, and devoted 


Servt, for Chriſt's ſake. P HIL.OLO GUS. 
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